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EXAMINATION, &c 
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allowed on & hands; and hos ſome 
. 5 particular kinds of it are in a more 
| 2 eſpecial manner lovely, is no leſs in- 
_ - diſputable. A benevolence for in- 

—_ which is founded upon reaſon, and the 
other virtues (by whatever names they are called) 
which prompt us to do good to mankind, are at 
once the honour and ornament of hanna nature. 
There is not in all the ſacred records a more 
charming character, nor one which' warms the 
human heart more (our BLESSED SAviouR's 
excepted) than that which Fob gives us of himſelf, 
chapters 29th and 3 1ſt. And yet the moſt ſtrik⸗ 
ing parts of it are only a recital of his acts of 
charity and beneficence. hen the ear heard me 
(fays the good man) ben it bleſſed me, and when the 
2 fen me, it gave witneſs to me: becauſe I de- 
12 A livered 


C2). 
livered the poor that cried, the fatherleſs, and him 
that had none to help him. The An of him that 


was ready to periſh came upon me, and I cauſed the 
widow's heart to fing for joy. — And ſo forth. — 
The words are not more pleaſing, nor appear 
more beautiful to a man of taſte, than the actions 
expreſs d by them are attractive of his love. It 


is impoſſible to read them without emotion, and 


without reverencing and admiring the man who 
poſſeſſed ſo illuſtrious virtues. — Nor indeed is it 
any wonder that we are thus affected by them, 
ſince nothing in reality is more Divine and God- 
like: For goodneſs and mercy are the moſt ami- 
able attributes, the moſt glorious per fections even 


of Gop himſelf, and mortals cannot make nearer 


approaches to Divinity than by the imitation of 
thoſe excellencies. On the other hand, no defor- 
mity is half ſo monſtrous as an unpitying, unrelent- 
ing heart. The man who turns a deaf ear to the 


cries of the needy, who, regarding only himſelf, 


is unconcerned at the infirmities, the wants, the 
miſeries of mankind, and ſhuts up his bowels of 
compaſſion from creatures of his own ſpecies, is not 
only deſtitute of the love of Gop, but (excepting 
his ſhape) differs in nothing from the wild boar in 
the deſert. Differs in nothing, did I ſay? — Yes 


he does; he differs in this, that he is barbarous 
tho endued with reaſon, the boar ſavage without 


it, and therefore leſs a brute. — It is not perha 

eaſy to imagine a worſe character than this is; and 
yet there have been, and I fear there ſtill are, 
men more wicked than even this comes to:— 


Theſe 
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"Theſe are they who (in the prophet's phraſe) hunt 


Who are not contented with making ha- 
. bodies of their — but 
labour by their writings or converſation, to cor- 
rupt and ſeduce their minds too; who, after they 
have ſcatter d miſchief and ruin around them in 


this world, are ſtill reſtleſs and unquiet, till they 


have extended their malignity into the other. — 
This ſpecies of enmity to mankind is of all others 
the moſt criminal. Indeed, it is as much more 
criminal than that juſt now mentioned, as the 
foul is eh more valuable than the body; 
or - eternity, laſting than time. Whether the 
author of Heaven open to all Men is of this 
Claſs, does not become me to ſay. If we may 
believe his proteſtations, certainly he is not; and 
whether thoſe are true or not, it is your province, 
Sir, not mine, to judge, For my part I ſhall be- 
lieve him ſincere till I have convicted him of falſe- 
hood, and treat him with all the decency and good 
manners that one is entituled to who profeſſes to 


have the good of mankind in his view. — In his 


dedication, p. 9th, he tells us, that This treatiſe, 
<« in diſſipating thoſe vain terrors (of a future mi- 
« ſery, to wit) which are only proper to nouriſh 
<« a ſervile fear, and to lead men to deſpair, has 


no other aim than to re-enliven our hopes, and 


* to induce us, by knowing the certainty of our 
« ſalvation, to multiply inward peace, and that 
“ grace which JesUs ChRISH our Redeemer 
<© has brought down to us from Heaven.” And 
what pity is it ſo generous a ſcheme ſhould prove 

| 2 abortive, 


—— 2 — — — 


(4) 


abortive, fo noble a project fail in the txconiin ? 


For who is the man, as the author obſer ves, p. 1 

of his dedication, © ſo rancour'd with 74s Jak 
« jealouſy, 'who 'wou'd be difpleas'd,” or rather 

not rejoiced, that all men of whatever degree, 

e country, or condition ſhould: be ſaved?” For 


my part, Iwiſh the ſalvation of all the world from 


the bottom of my ſoul. - I could wiſh, if-it were 
poſlible, that juſtice ſhould give place to mercy, 

and that every one — t hear the delightful 
ſounds pronounced in his behalf, come ye bleſſed of 
my Father, inherit the Kingdom. But how ardent 
ſoever our wiches and defires may be, every conſi- 
deration, and every thing muſt give way to 
truth — Amicus Socrates, amicus Plato, ſed magis 
amica veritas. — Truth is the great end we ought 
to aim at in all our enquiries, and eſpecially in our 
religious reſearches, becauſe in them it is of the 
greateſt importance: And our author having in my 
apprehenſion deviated widely from that ſacred mark, 
for that reaſon I have here endeavoured to point 
out his errors. If I have faid any thing on the 


ſubject that gives you ſatisfaction, Sir, I. ſhall think 


myſelf extremely lucky; or if you think this let- 
ter worthy to appear in public, it will yield me 


infinite pleaſure if it enlightens the mind and cor- 


rects the judgment, either of the author or his 
tranſlator, or if it preſerves any of my fellow- 
chriſtians from the infection of fo danger a 
treatiſe. 


The author inſinuates in Soba places of his 


pamphler PT p. 44. that his defign is to 


encou- 


(5) 


encourage virtue and promote chriſtianity ; and as 
he has moſt ſolemnly appealed to the Great 
Searcher. of hearts for the purity of his intentions, 
charity you'll, ſay, Sir, obliges us to believe him. 
Be it ſo. — Let it be ſuppoſed that the intereſts of 
religion, and the happineſs of the human race, are 
the great ends he has in view; ſtill I muſt have 
leave to obſerve, that he has greatly miſtaken the 
means of promoting thoſe ends. This I believe 
will appear in the following ſheets; and therefore 
I ſhall only remark in this place, that our author 
could not have choſen a more improper time to 
7 propagate his tenets than at preſent, becauſe there 
perhaps never was a time when they were more 
7 likely to do hurt. It won't I hope be eſteem'd a 
Z 1ibel upon the age, if I affirm, that virtue was 
never leſs in repute than now, nor religion ever 
| more in danger of being laughed out of coun- 
tenance. At leaſt I am ſure, Sir, you will join 


iſſue with me on this ſubject, becauſe I have 
heard you acknowlege ſo much in company. 
; = ?Tis too viſible that a ſpirit of infidelity, under 
„ various diſguiſes, has gone abroad into the world, 
- = attacking the foundations of Chriſtianity with a rude 
> 2 effrontery, and in all appearance with too great 
- 4 Aſucceſs: for I have reaſon to believe, that a third 
s 3X part, if not more, of all in this great metropolis, 


- - 3 above the common level, are infected either with 
a diiſm, arianiſm, or the impieties of Socinus; and 
as for the mob, they are ſo ſunk in ſenſuality, and 
is (ſo totally loſt in vice and ignorance, that they are 
o es void of underſtanding, have as imperfect no- 
7 5 | tions 


—_ 


( 6') 
tions K the great ends of their being, and have as 


little concern about an eternal Hereafter, as the 


beaſts that periſh. And when ſuch is the un- 
happy caſe of both ſorts of people, what can be 


rf de but a ſuitable practice? 


| Accordingly, we ſee that vice and immorali 


walk abroad without diſguiſe ; and that thoſe 


crimes, which an honeſt heathen would have bluſh- 
ed at, are now perpetrated by Chriſtians in the 
face of the ſun. — But this ſubject has becn fo 
often handled by abler pens, that I forbear to in- 
ſiſt upon it. Permit me however to obſerve, Sir, 
that a general want of thought and conſideration 
ſeems to be the great misfortune of the preſent 
age, and the unhappy cauſe of moſt of our 
miſtakes, — Few. people conſider the great end of 
their creation; that they were born for another, 

and infinitely better, world; and were ſent into 
this only to prepare for eternity: But moſt ſeem 


to act as if their buſineſs was'to hunt butterflies, 


or ſkip and caper like calves in a hot ſumtner's 
day. Trifles have engroſſed their affections, and 
idle amuſements conſume the greateſt part of 
their precious time; — that time which was 
given them to purchaſe pleaſures great as the Gop 


from whom they flow, and laſting as the ages of 


a never- ending duration. How unworthy ſuch a 
behaviour is, how much below the dignity of 
human nature, and how extremely fooliſh and 
ridiculous, ſeems too obvious to nee pointing out. 


Should a petſon have one hour (and but one hour) 
allowed him to make himſelf eaſy and happy for 


his 


8.4 
. 


lle, and yet ſhould employ that hour at puſh- pin, 


7 3 


and neglect the glorious opportunity, what would 
you think of his behaviour? — And yet, Sir, ſuch 
a perſon's conduct is at the worſt but folly; ; but 
this of a Chriſtian who ought to have his con- 
verſation in Heaven, and yet chuſes to be immer- 
ſed in earth, — who graſps at temporal things 
and neglects eternal, is down right madneſs. — 


But to return from this digrefſion. — Seeing men 
are ſo ſunk in luxury, fo drowned in ſenſuality, 


as to be quite inſenſible to the pleaſures of reli- 
gion, and plainly to prefer the gratification of 
every corrupt paſſion to the delights of virtue, and 
even the hopes of Heaven, judge, J pray you, if 
this was a proper time for the publication of a 
pamphlet, wherein we are told, that, however 


we live here, we ſhall certainly be happy hereafter; 


That the moſt abandoned protligates ſhall as cer- 
tainly be ſaved as the moſt zealous Chriſtians; and 


have all the happineſs that they are capable of; 


even a greater degree of happineſs than if Adam 
had not finned (p. 11.) And judge at the fame 
time, Sir, whether, if our author be that friend to 
virtue and Chriftianity that he pretends to be, he 
is not withal the moſt injudicious writer that ever 


_ attempted to defend a good cauſe; ſince the whole 


tenor of his book is manifeſtly calculated to pre- 


vent that righteouſneſs which exalteth a nation, 


and to introduce fin and wickedneſs, which is 
both the ſad reproach and ſure ruin of any people; 
and conſequently is calculated to hinder the in- 


can of that peace and grace which he tells 


Us 


(3) 
us (ded. p. 9.) it is the great aim of his treatiſe to 
ih increaſe. and multiply. — But it is now time to 
| come cloſer to our ſubject; and firſt, I ſhall en- 
| deavour to prove that our author's doctrine is ut- 
| terly irreconcileable with the Chriſtian religion: 
| and ſince he has in many places acknowleged 
| the truth of Chriſtianity, if I can, demonſtrate that 
| his doctrine is inconſiſtent with it, I then clearly. 
prove his doctrine to be falſe. T hen 2dly, I ſhall 
conſider the treatiſe article by article, and IJ hope 
to give ſuch anſwers to every one, as will ſatisfy 
you, Sir, and every unbiaſſed reader. Now 
throughout the whole treatiſe our author endea- 
vours to prove, that men may be ſaved without 
perſonal repentance and amendment; becauſe our 
BLESSED SAvIOUR's virtues and ſufferings will 
be ſo imputed to every one, as that they may be 
juſtly and properly eſteemed his own. And that 
this doctrine is utterly irreconcileable to Cr: ifti- 
anity, will T think require no great pains to prove. 
The doctrine of a mediator is the very baſis and 
foundation of the Chriſtian ſyſtem, CnRIsT's 
dying for our fins, and rifing again for our juſtifi- 
cation, is the grand pillar of our faith, and that 
on which all our hopes are founded. And this our 
author is ſo far from denying, that he carries it 
to a degree of exceſs, as will appear immediately, 
What that exceſs is however, it is not my buſineſs 
at preſent to conſider ; but what I would obſerve 
from it is this, — That ſince Gop was pleaſed 79 
0 ſend his Son into the world, to redeem the world, 
il that ſcheme of redemption, if not abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary, 


( 
ceſſary, was at leaſt highly expedient; yea, the 
very beſt ſcheme that could be. Leſs than this I 
think cannot be ſuppoſed without impiety. —- 
Ixsus CHRIST is certainly a Son in whom his 
Father delighteth : Gop declared often by a voice 
from Heaven that he was his beloved Son in whom, 
be was well pleaſed; and therefore we may un- 
doubtedly conclude, that Gop had never expoſed 
6 f him to a life of ſcorn and ignominy, and at laſt 
| have ſuffered him to be nailed to the croſs by the 
work of his own hands, unleſs that ſcheme was 
in ſome ſenſe neceſſary. Neither can I believe 
XZ that CHRIST would have cloathed himſelf 
in our nature, and left the glory of his Father, 
if any expedient as proper for our redemption 
could have been found out. — It being granted 
then, that not only a propitiation was neceſſary, 
but ſuch a propitiation as that of the Son of God 
= expedent, and moſt proper; let us next conſider, 
= what made this propitiation neceflary. — Now I 
think the beſt anſwer that can be given to this 
queſtion, Why did the Son of Gop ſuffer for us? 
is in the royal prophet's words, — That mercy and 
3 truth might meet together, and righteouſneſs and 
peace kiſs each other. That is, God ſent his own 
Son. to die for men, that he might thereby, de- 
monſtrate his hatred againſt ſin, and his unbound- 
ed love towards the ſinner: that he might 
» teſtify to the world how jealous he is of his ho- 
\ #7 nour; that nothing is ſo dear to him which he 
will not part with for the vindication of his juſtice 
and holineſs, and for the defence of the — 
| 5 0 
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(10) 
of his laws: in ſhort, that he might manifeſt to 
angels and men, that he hates fin as much as he 
loves his own Son. (1) This I think is the only 
rational account that ever has been, or can be, given 
of this matter: and from hence 1 think | it fol- 
lows, that Gop never can be reconciled to an im- 
penitent offender, and that without holineſs (per- 
ſonal I mean, not imputed holineſs) no man ſhall 
fee the Lord. For it is abſurd to imagine that 
Gor, who gave up his own Son to ſhame and 

ſpitting, in order to vindicate the honour of his 
laws, and do right to his immutable attributes of 
juſtice and holineſs, will ever receive ſinners to 
his favour in a way that overthrows theſe attri- 
butes, which pardoning them without repentance 
effectually does. — © If Gop can pardon ſinners 
*© without repentance, and treat them as righteous 
c while they continue wicked, this might have been 
e done as well without as with a ſacrifice for our 
4e fins; and ſo CHRIST's humiliation and death 
6 might have been ſpared. The honour of Gop's 
e laws,and his juſtice and holineſs, might have ſtood 
| K'as ſafe without as witha propitiation. (a) But if 
Gop foreſaw that without an artonement thoſe his 
attributes could not have been vindicated, and if 
he thought it more neceſſary that his own beloved 
Son ſhould bleed upon the croſs than that his 
holineſs and juſtice ſhould not be vindicated, 
then we may be aflured that the caſe will not be 
altered now that the atonement has been made. 
We may be aſſured that G will not fave any 


man 
(1) Dr. Tillotſon, 9 (2) Bp. Williams. 


n 
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(un) 


man now that there has been a propitiation, in 


a way which would contradict or deſtroy thoſe at- 


tributes. which he has been at ſo much pains to 
manifeſt and defend. Indeed it would have been 
as reaſonable to have expected pardon at firſt with- 
out any propitiation as forgiveneſs after it, when, 

by granting ſuch forgiveneſs, Gop muſt part with 
his juſtice and holineſs, to maintain and vindicate 
which he delivered up to Death the Son of his 
love: — fo that the goſpel terms of faith, repen- 
tance, and obedience, are eſtabliſhed upon the 
ſame reaſon, and therefore muſt be as neceſlary as 


a propitiation. Indeed of the two, faith and obe- 


dience are perhaps the moſt neceſſary : for ſome 
(confidering the infinite mercy of Gop, and that 
this divine attribute 1s all over his works) have 
doubted whether Gop might not have forgiven 
ſinners upon their repentance without a propitia- 
tion; but no man, till our author, I believe ever 
imagined, that he could be reconciled to men, 
who declare they will not be reconciled to him ; 
becauſe ſuch a ſuppoſition is in itſelf abſurd, and 
a contradiction to the nature of things. But if, on 
the other hand, Gop could not at firſt pardon 

without a propitiation, which is the moſt general 
opinion, becauſe ſuch mercy would have been in- 


conſiſtent with juſtice, we may likewiſe conclude, 


chat, for the very ſame reaſon, Gop cannot forgive 
impenitent offenders now that a propitiation has 


been made. — Our BLESSED SAviouk's ſufferings 


were doubtleſs perfect, and indeed of ſuch infinite 
merit as to anſwer every end that Gop the Father, 
| B 2 or 
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or Gop the Son, defign'd they ſhould anſwer :: for 


Ey one offering he hath ever per fected them that are 
fan#ified. Heb. x. 14. And by that offering 


Gop has reconciled the world to himſelf; 2. Cor. 
v. 19. But we are not to imagine from hence 
that our buſineſs is already done. That would be 
a very falſe inference, and directly contrary to the 
apoſtle's concluſion: — for his is, — be ye reconciled 


70 Gop, ver. 21. Gop muſt not only be reconciled to 


us, but we muſt alſo be reconciled to Gop. Now 
Gop has declared, in the moſt ample manner, his 


deſire of being reconciled to us; for he was in 


Cur1sT reconciling the world to himſelf, faith St. 
Paul: but © as there were two parties concerned in 
te thatcovenant, the one forgiving, the other to be 
<« forgiven; ſo there muſt be ſuppoſed a capacity on 
our part tobe reconciled, and a deſire to do eve 

thing that may promote that reconciliation.” (1) 
This is the reaſon why the apoſtle adds—be ye recon- 
ciled to Gop : which ſhews, that thereis this limita- 
tion upon the words, Gop was in ChRISH recon- 
ciling the world to himfelf, v:z. that Gop will 
only be reconciled to us upon condition that we 


cc 


are reconciled to him; that is, upon condition that 


we do every thing he requires, in order to our re- 
conciliation. From whence it is evident, thatasour 
BESsED SAvITOUR's ſufferings did make way for 
our reconciliation, and made our forgiveneſs poſſi- 


ble, without any derogation from the honour, 


juſtice or holineſs of Gop; ſo it is only upon 
condition of our being qualified for a reconciliation, 
that we ſhall become partakers of his favour, and 


have 
(1) Willams. 
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have him really and effectually reconciled to us. 


And therefore, tho' the ſufferings of CHRIST, 


conſidered in themſelves, are of infinite va- 
lue and merit; yet they never can obtain pardon 


for an obſtinate rebel againſt Gop; becauſe they 


cannot obtain it without weakening the authori- 
ty of the divine laws, and derogating from the di- 
vine perfections: that is, in ſhort, they can never ob- 
tain it while Gop continues juſt and holy, for juſtice 


and holineſs will be ever irreconcileable with impe- 


nitence. The ſum of all is this, CHRIST is indeed 
the propitiation for our ſins: but as a propitiation 
does, in the nature of it, declare Gop's love to 
juſtice and his hatred againſt ſin; ſo it implies that 
the favour and mercy thereby procured, and pro- 
miſed to us, can in no other way be obtained than 
that which is conſiſtent with, and promotes, the 
fame ends. I have already proved, that the ends 
for which Gop gave his Son a propitiation were, 
that he might maintain the honour of his laws, 
and demonſtrate his holineſs and juſtice; and there- 
fore from what I have juſt now ſaid it follows, 
that favour and mercy can only be obtained in 
ſome way, that will likewiſe maintain the honour 
of the divine law, and demonſtrate Gop's holi- 
neſs and juſtice. — But ſhould Gop confer mercy 
upon impenitent offenders, ſhould he be recon- 
ciled to men who are irreconcileable with him, 
this would as effectually overthrow his attributes 
and deſtroy the authority of his laws, as if he 
had pardon'd them at firſt without a propitiation 
Since then the Holy Scripture has declared, that 

111 Goo 


( 14 ) 
Gopdid notat firſt pardon ſinners without a propiti- 
ation; becauſe ſuch a pardon would have been repug- 


nant to his juſtice; it has by parity of reaſon likewiſe 


declared, that Gop will not pardon ſinners, now a 
propitiation has been made, without perſonal repen- 
tanceand obedience; becauſe both theſe ſtand upon 
the ſame footing. And ſince our author has af- 


_ firmed that Gop, not only may, but actually will, 


pardon finners without perſonal repentance and 
amendment, he has by that aſſertion contradicted 
the Holy Scripture and the Chriſtian religion, and 
therefore I hope does not expect to be believed. 
This was the firſt thing I undertook to prove, and 
I hope I have done it, Sir, to your ſatisfaction.— 
Here then I might be allowed to ſtop : for having 
demonſtrated that the whole ſcope of our author's 
treatiſe is contradictory to the word of Gop and 
the Chriſtian religion, both which he profeſſes 
highly to reverence, I have thereby proved (even 
himſelf being judge) the falfity of it. — But in as 
much as you ſeemed to think a particular and 
minute anſwer neceſſary, and becauſe many who 


have read the treatiſe may want conviction in every 
article, which, thanks to Gop, you want in none, 
therefore I ſhall now proceed to conſider the per- 
formance more particularly, — I would not be 
underſtood, however, as if I meant to conſider 


every trivial circumſtance, or animadvert u 
every particular period: ſuch an undertaking would 
be extremely troubleſome to me, and extremely 
tireſome to the reader; and indeed is quite un- 
neceſſary. But I ſhall fo anſwer it as to * 
thing 
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thing that is n l and ſhall repreſent our au- 


thor's arguments in the trueſt and ſtrongeſt light. 
Iſt. The firſt article contains little to the pur- 
poſe; for in that he only endeavours to expoſe 
the uncharitable opinion of ſome particular Chri- 
ians, concerning the number of the ſaved; 
and with them he may uſe his freedom: only I 
think he acts unfairly, in charging their opinion 
upon the whole body. He ſays, p. 4th, © That 
« Chriſtians believe three things neceſſary to ſal- 
« vation, Hrſt, That one muſt be inſtructed 
e in, and believe, the chief articles of religion. 
55 Secondly, To be ſaved one muſt keep the com- 
* mandments. And, Thirdly, Love Gop above 
ee all things, and his neighbour as himſelf,” — 
Now by believing the chief articles of religion, 26A 
keeping the commandments, our author certain- 
ly means the articles and commandments of the 
Chriſtian religion, otherwiſe he reaſons 1 improper- 
ly. And indeed that this is his meaning, is plain 
from the words that follow. From theſe three 


principles, a Chriſtian concludes the damnation 


ce of almoſt all mankind: for he cannot ſuppoſe 
a Cbriſtian concludes from thence the damnation 


of almoſt all mankind, but becauſe he thinks the 
| Chriſtian believes that all mankind are obliged to 


believe and obey the Chriſtian religion; and like- 


wiſe knows, that they do not ſo believe and obey.— 


But, Sir, if it is not true, that Chriſtians think 
the belief and practice of Cx ls T's religion ne- 
ceſſary for the ſalvation of all mankind; or even 


for the greater part of them: on the contrary, if 


CE they 


= . 

| they think theſe things neceſſary only t to them 
1 to whom the goſpel has been offered, then our 
U | author's ſuppoſition is without foundation, and the 
| ſtructure built upon it neceſſarily falls to the ground; 


0 
* becauſe the greateſt part of mankind, having never 
bt heard of CRIST's religion, are neither obliged to 


were void of goodneſs in reality. It is evident 


. believe its doctrines, nor obey its laws. And that 
5 this is the opinion of all judicious Chriſtians, I 1 
15 may venture to aſſert without any danger of a 7 
WW miſtake. — Indeed, to ſuppoſe that Gop ſhould 7 
"x require the belief and practice of Chriſtianity 1 
1 from thoſe to whom it never has been promulged, 1 
4 is to repreſent the beſt of Beings in the blackeſt 
5 colours: it is to repreſent him worſe than Pha- 3 
| roah, that required brick without ſtraw, becauſe y 
5 the conſequences in the one caſe are more dreads. 
„ ful than in the other. — The apoſtle aſks a very 
|| pertinent queſtion, Rom. x. 14. How ſhall they % 
1 (the gentiles) believe in him, (viz. CnRIST) of - 
1 whom they have not heard? — The plain mean- f 
'F ing of which is, that it is impoſſible to believe in , 
4 CHRIST before the knowledge of him has been . 
Wo revealed: and can we think that a Gop, of infi- ; 
5 nite mercy and goodneſs, will condemn his help- 5 
1 leſs creatures for not believing what it is impoſſi © 
Wl ble they ſhould believe? Gop forbid. The 
1 8 is blaſphemous, and repugnant not only 1 
9 to mercy, but to juſtice. A Gop without good.. 
* neſs, ſays Dr. Scot, is a Gop without a Deity; 

ll | and ſure, were he capable of ſuch injuſtice, he 

| | therefore, that the belief and practice of Chriſtt- 


(17) 


 @nity are only obligatory upon thoſe to whom 


the terms of the goſpel have been offered, and by 
conſequence either are, or might have been, 
Chriſtians. And this is ſtrongly confirmed by 
another paſſage from the ſame apoſtle, Rom. ii. 12. 
They that have ſinned without law (i. e. the Pagans) 


ſhall alſo periſh without law. — For the ſenſe 1 
think is clearly this; they that have ſinned againſt 
the law of nature (or rather againſt the original 


revelation) ſhall be puniſhed according to the law 
of nature, which ſhews that the law of nature or 
original revelation, made to Adam and Noob, not 
the Jew:/h or Chriſtian law, is the rule of their 
obedience. And ſuch of them, as do walk accord- 
ing to that rule, ſhall as certainly be ſaved as the 
moſt zealous Chriſtian. For in every nation he 
that feareth Gop and worketh righteouſneſs is ac- 
cepted with him, Acts x. 3 5.— To fear Gop and 
work righteouſneſs are general expreſſions for 
being religious, and tho' the Apoſtle applies them 
to ſuch as were to be inſtructed in CHRIST's re- 
ligion, yet they juſtly belong to every man who 
walks according to the truth of that diſpenſation 
under which he lives. This reaſoning, Sir, ſeems 
to me concluſive, and I dare fay you will readily 
acquieſce in it, and that all judicious Chriſtians 
will do the fame. We have no need therefore to 
recur to St. Paul's expreſſion — O the depth of the 
riches of the wiſdom of Gop, which our author 
ſays, is the common refuge of Chriſtians, becauſe 
I defy him to prove that judicious Chrit:ans have 
ever determined the number of the Saved, or that 
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they ever aſſerted that 29 out of every 30 ſhall 


be damned, as he alledges. And till that be 
proved, we have good reaſon to reſuſe the charge, 
and to eſteem it a calumny without foundation. 
As to that paſſage of our BLESSED Saviour, ſtrive 
to enter in at the ſtrait gate, &c. were it certain- 


ly to be extended to every age of Chriſtianity, it 
would no doubt clearly prove, that the greater part 


of Chriſtians muſt be damned, but I would fain 
hope, nay think, it may fairly be reſtrain'd to the 
particular time at which he ſpoke, for it is ad- 
dreſſed immediately to his then diſciples : and as 
the contrary cannot be demonſtrated, we may 
have leave to adhere to the moſt charitable ſide 
of the queſtion. —After all, ſhould we grant, that 
the greateſt part of Chriſtians ſhall be damned 
(which Heaven avert) yet this would by no means 
prove that 29 out of every 30, Pagans and Ma- 
hometans included, ſhall be damned likewiſe : be- 
cauſe by our author's own ſuppoſition, the Chriſtian 
world contains but 5 parts out of 30; and there- 
fore it can never follow, that, becauſe 3 of the 5 


_ Chriſtian parts ſhall be miſerable, therefore 29 


out of all, Pagans &c. included, ſhall be miſerable 
likewiſe, But I have dwelt too long on this 
article, let us now proceed to the ſecond. — The 
former part of the argument to this article is 
this, --- © All men ſhall be faved, except Anti- 
% chriſt;” to prove which is the intention of 
this 2d chapter. --- Mean time he honeſtly con- 
feſſes, That his propoſition has not been con- 
© firmed by any one; that it muſt be W 
„„ « wit 
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T9) 
« with proofs more ancient than tradition, all 
« antiquity having reſted on thoſe words of St. 
« Paul, O the depth of the riches of the wiſdom and 
« tnowledge of God :” that is, in plain Engliſb, 
all antiquity (Origen not excepted) is ægainſt 
him. Now, Sir, whatever effect this confeſſion 
may have on others, I own the lateneſs of the 
diſcovery is to me not only a preſumptive proof, 
but a convincing argument, againſt the truth of 
our author's doctrine. For had it really been the 
doctrine of our BIE SSE D SAvIOUR and his Apo- 
ſtles, as he alledges (tho' no man before him has 
ever found it in their writings) it muſt certainly 
have been known to their immediate ſucceſſors, 
who were inſtructed by them. St. Jude tells us, 
that the faith was delivered to the faints; the 
meaning of which is, that the firſt Chriſtians were 
taught every doctrine which was neceſſary to be 
believed in order to falvation. This I preſume 
no body doubts of; and as little can it be doubted 
but that St. Paul's command to Timothy, 2 Ep. 
ii. 2. What thou haſt heard of me among many 
witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to faithful men 
who ſhall be able to teach others alſo, was for ſome 
time punctually obeyed : at leaſt it muſt be grant- 
ed, that the apoſtles were careful to inſtruct their 
'* diſciples (eſpecially ſuch of them as were to ſuc- 
cCeeed them in the weighty charge of governing the 
Church of Gop) in all the momentous points of 
Chriſtianity, It cannot be ſuppoſed, for inſtance, 
that, when St. John conſtituted Ignatius biſhop of 
Antioch, which all antiquity agrees he did (and 
7 2 in- 
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(20) 
indeed if we deny it, we muſt give up all faith 
in hiſtory) he did not inſtruct him in every 
article of the Chriſtian faith, and in every other 
thing which was fit for him to believe and do. 
Leſs than this could not quality St. Ignatius for 


the government of any Church; much leſs could 


he be fit, without ſuch inſtruction, to be at the 
head of one of the greateſt and moſt illuſtrious 


Churches in the Eaſtern empire. If then our 


author's doctrine was known to the apoſtles, as 
he would fain perſuade us to believe it was, ſurel 

St. John did not conceal it from his beloved diſci- 
ple, when he was preparing him for theepiſcopal 
office, becauſe the duties of that office could not 


be rightly diſcharged without the knowledge of 


it, If all men are to be ſaved except Antichriſt, 
it is © a doctrine ſo full of conſolation for all men, 
and a ſource of ſuch infinite joy to all man- 
“ kind” (as the author expreſſes it) that as an 
inſpired Apoſtle could not poſſibly be ignorant of 
it himſelf, ſo it is abſurd to imagine that he would 
not communicate it to his diſciples. —He well 
knew, that it is the part ofa good biſhop to com- 
fort the feeble-minded, and cheer the deſponding 
ſinner, and what motive half ſo proper as to give 
him aſſurance of eternal happineſs? This ſhews 
the neceſſity of this doctrine for St. Ignatius, had 
it really been true; and proves demonſtrably, 
that St. John muſt have taught it him, had it 
been, as our author ſuppoſes, ſo material a part of 


Chriſtianity, Let us now fee whether any ſuch 


doctrine is to be found in St, Ignatius's writings. 


It 
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If he really believed and taught it, we may pre- 


ſume ſome hints at leaſt muſt be dropt abour it in 


his works. But this is ſo far from being the caſe, 


that he flatly contradicts it, and bears full teſti- 


mony to the contrary. ' The only quotation that 
I ſhall trouble you with, Sir, on this head, you will 
find in his epiſtle to the Epheſians, parag. 16th, 
Mi Ne —aJtagd wi or unopliga. Baonday Oh ν]pε 
Volt @s01v —and a little after 777% puT2p3s ſevouuevosy 
Us 76 Top To d7Ceoov yepioe, Hs; Y drewv d]. In 
Engliſb thus“ Be not deceived, my brethren, cor- 
<« rupters of houſes or families ſhall not inherit the 
& kingdom of GoD. Such a one becoming or be- 
« ing unclean ſhall go into the fire that never ſhall 
&« be quenched.” It were eaſy to adduce many other 
teſtimonies both from this pious martyr and the 
other great lights of the church in their ſeveral 
ages: but this one being full plain, and in direct 
oppoſition to our author's doctrine, is ſufficient ; 
eſpecially as he acknowleges that all antiguity 1s 
on our ſide. Indeed, I ſee not what can poſſibly 
be objected againſt it, except it be alleged, that 
this epiſtle is not [gnarius's, But this has been ſo 
clearly and ſo learnedly demonſtrated by that 
great ornament of the church of England, bi- 
ſhop Pearſon, in his Vindiciæ Ignatianæ, that | 
believe no ſenſible man now will venture to diſ- 
pute it.— Indeed, if, after all that eminent prelate 
has ſaid (againſt the moſt learned and ſubtileſt ad- 
verſary (1) the fathers ever had) it be ſtill uncer- 
tain, whether the epiſtle to the Epheſians, and the 


other 
(1) Daille. 
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other fix which bear St. Ignatius's name, be truly 
his, I may venture to aflert, that there is more un- 
certainty concerning antient authors than moſt 
people are aware of. For, if, after a book has 
been tried by the rules and marks of ſound criti- 
ciſm, and found according to thoſe rules and marks 


to belong to ſuch an author, it may ſtill be diſpu- 
ted whether it be that author's, I ſee not where 


we can ſtop: I ſee not, why we may not diſpute 


whether Virgil wrote the Aneid; or Salluſt, Ca- 


taline's conſpiracy. And what wild havock ſuch 
ſcepticiſm would make in the learned world, and 


among the authors of antiquity, a man of leſs 


judgment than you, Sir, will eaſily diſcover—But 
it is now time to return to our author. He pre- 
faces his firſt argument with this aſſertion, That 
* all men, without excepting any other than 
* IESUS CHRIST, have ſinned in Adam.” p.7. And 


If we aſk, how far the perſonal fin of Adam may 


affect Ais hapleſs progeny, he tells us, that it might 
eſtrange them from eternal life, p. 7. and even 
damn them, p. 12. 32. The firſt part of our 
author's doctrine is undoubtedly true ; becauſe 
eternal life was not due to the nature of man, but 


was the free gift of Gop ; and therefore might 
have been promiſed upon what condition our 


Creator pleaſed, and of conſequence might be 
forfeited upon the non-performance of that con- 
dition. Now the condition upon which Gop 
romiſed immortal life to man was, that Adam 
ſhould abſtain from the tree of knowlege of good 
and evil; and ſince he did not perform his part he 
the 
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the covenant, (1) did not perform the ſtipulated 
condition upon which alone immortality had been 
promiſed, it plainly follows, that he might be 
juſtly deprived of it. And after Adam the firſt 
man thus become obnoxious to mortality, I pre- 
ſume the moſt ſanguine will ſcarce contend, that 
his poſterity could become immortal without a 
miracle. For nothing is more certain, than that 
a mortal father never can beget an immortal ſon : 
and that a miracle ſhould be wrought, neither ju- 
ſtice nor mercy made it neceſſary. 

As for the other part of our author's doctrine, 
dix. that the fin of Adam might condemn his 
deſcendents to eternal miſery, that does not ſeem 
ſo plain. On the contrary, no docttine ſeems 
more repugnant to reaſon, and the goodneſs and 


mercy of Gop, not even predeſtination and re- 


probation itſelf excepted. Indeed the moſt of 
the arguments which confute the one, are equally 
ſtrong againſt the other. —If there be a Gop, he is 
juſt, he is merciful, he is good; but with neither 
of theſe attributes is it poſfible to reconcile a doc- 
trine which damns a whole world of creatures 
for a crime in which they had not, nor could 
poſſibly have, the leaſt ſhare. It is one thing to 
deprive them of eternal life (which they had by 


nature 


(i) That there was a covenant between Go p and our firſt parents 
is to me plain, from theſe words, In the day thou eateft thereof thou 
Salt ſurely die. For they ſuppoſe a promiſe, in caſe of obedience ; and 
where a promiſe is made on one hand, and puniſhments threatened on 
the other, there neceſſarily a covenant muſt be ſuppoſed to intervene. 
Whoever would wiſh to have juſt notions of the condition of our firtt 
parents in Paradiſe, may conſult biſhop's Ball's State of Mar %fore 


the Fall. 
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nature no right to) for the ſin of Adam; and 


quite another to ſend them to eternal torments 


for his ſake. The firſt is eaſily reconcileable to 


the ſtricteſt notion of juſtice, and even mercy, 


as I have already ſhewn ; becauſe, after Adam him- 
ſelf became mortal, his poſterity (without a mira- 
cle) muſt be ſo alſo. Or if we confider him as 
our head and repreſentative in the firſt covenant, 


in that capacity likewiſe he might forfeit immor- 


tality for us, becauſe Gop might have promiſed 
it to his poſterity only upon condition of his obe- 
dience, which doubtleſs was the caſe. 
There 1s no doubt neither, but Gop may juſtly 
inflict temporal puniſhments upon the children for 
the father's ſake. This is not repugnant to either 
of the divine attributes, becauſe there is a world 
after this, wherein he may amply recompence 
them for their ſufferings here, and ſo vindicate 
the inequalities of his providence beyond excep- 
tion, But eternal miſery can only be the portion 
of the criminals themſelves, becauſe there is no 
after-ſtate to make one amends for ſuch ſufferings. 
The very notion of juſtice implies in it—the 
giving to every one their due. But it is impoſſible 
that eternal torments ſhould be due to creatures 
before they had a being; or, which is much the 
ſame, before they exiſted in a ſtate wherein they 
could offend. Now this was the caſe of all the 
poſterity of Adam, at the time of his firſt tranſ- 
greſſion: for if they then had a being, it was only 
in his loins, where they could not poſſibly have 
any acceſſion to his fall ; and conſequently, oy 
ows 


(25) 
lows; from the nature of juſtice, that they cannot 
on that account be puniſhed with everlaſting mi- 
ſery. Agreeable to this, we find that Gop de- 
clares, by his prophet Ezek. ch. xviii. 20. The 
| ſoul that finneth ſhall die; the ſon ſhall not bear the 
iniquity of his father, nor the father of the ſon. If 
it be aſked how this is conſiſtent with other places 
of Holy Scripture, wherein it is faid, that, by the 
, difobedience of one, the many, 1. e. all mankind, 
were made finners—T hat we are by nature children 
of ' wrath — That we are conceived in fin, and 
_ brought forth in iniquity, and the like; Tanſwer, 
that we are ſaid to be made ſinners by the diſobe- 
dience of Adam, becauſe we were treated as fin- 
ners upon this account, that is, we became liable f 
to death, and loſt our title to the kingdom of NF 
Heaven, by his breach of the firſt covenant. How 
this is reconcilable with juſtice has been already 
made appear, and therefore I fay no more of it. 
Only permit me to obſerve, that our BLESSED 


SAVIOUR, Who knew no fin, neither was guile #8 
found in his mouth, is in the ſame manner, and = 
for the ſame reaſon, ſaid to be made fin for us— L 
made fin, that is, he was puniſhed with death for | 1 


us; he was treated as though he himſelf had been 

the ſinner, his ſoul was made an offering for fin, 

though in itſelf pure and ſpotleſs. This is evi- : 

dently the meaning of that paſſage—and as to that | 
other —we are by nature children of wrath. (1) 


PF A very learned author has, with great ſhew of | 
Þ probability, endeavoured to prove, that it does 1 
N [. — |; | 


. | (1) Mr. Taylor of Norwich. 
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not. relate at all to original fin, but to thoſe ac- 


quired habits of vice which become a ſecond 'na- 


ture, However, I ſhall not contend with any 
body on that account ; I ſhall readily allow, that it 
ſuppoſes us out of a ſtate of favour with Gop, 
and that, in our natural condition, we cannot enter 
into the kingdom of Heaven. Thus far no 
doubt it ſhews that we are children of wrath; 
but it by no means proves, that we are liable to 
eternal miſery for Adam's fin ; for it is one thing 
to be baniſhed the preſence of our prince, and 
another to be loaded with chains, and confined to 
a lonely dungeon. We certainly derive a ſtain 


from our firſt parents, which renders us unfit for, 


and indeed incapable of, Heaven, while we conti- 
nue in it; becauſe no unclean, no impure thin 

can enter there ; but it does not neceſſarily follow, 
that that corruption (which is more properly our 
misfortune than our fault) muſt be puniſhed with 


everlaſting burnings. Gop forbid. The death of 


body and foul, 2. e. annihilation, ſeems puniſh- 
ment ſufficient, and indeed no more can be fairly 
inferred from the divine threatening— the day 
thou eateſt, &c. 

As to that other paſſage in the Fſalms, I was 
ſhapen i in iniguity, and in fin did my mother con- 
ceiue me. The author juſt now mentioned, ſays, 
that it ought to be rendered otherwiſe: in this 
manner for inſtance, I was born in iniquity, and 
in fin did my mother nurſe or warm me; and 
adds, that it is a hyperbolical form of ſpeech, 
whereby the P/almi/t loads himſelf with guilt, 


and 
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(27) 
and acknowleges his vileneſs. In ſhort, he fays, 
it is ſimilar to thoſe other paſſages, P/. 58. 3. 
The wicked are eftranged from the womb. As ſoon 
as they are born, they go. about and ſpeak lies. And, 
J. 48. 8. And waſl called a tranſgreſſor from the 
womb. His chief argument is, that the word 
PR is never applied in Holy Scripture to human 


birth or conception, but ad brutorum animalium 


coitum only, as in the caſe of Laban's ſheep on 
ſight of Jacob's rods, &c. But however that be, 
certain it is, that it can ſignify no more than this, 
that we are brought into the world in a ſtate of 
impurity and uncleanneſs, whereby we are unfit 
for Heaven; and this I have already acknowledged 
to be true. But it cannot be underſtood to mean, 
that the perſon conceiving, or the child conceiv- 
ed, or born, contracts any moral guilt, by the 
bare acts of conception or birth; ſince it is cer- 
tain, the acts of conceiving and bringing forth 
children is abſolutely neceſſary (in lawful mar- 
riage) for the propagation of the human ſpecies ; 
and I think it is on all hands agreed, that the 
child conceived, or born, is entirely innocent, 
even when the parents have ſinned by the act of 
generation, | 1 
Having thus paved the way for entering upon 
the main ſubject, I come now to conſider our au- 
thor's firſt argument. You will find it, Sir, P. 8. 
in theſe words: JEsUs CHRISH came to ſave 


* that which was loſt, but all men were loſt by 


* the ſin of Adam; therefore JES us CHRIST 
came to ſave all men. The firſt propoſition is, 


2 2 ©_ 
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that of Je&us CHRIST himſelf; the Son of 
man came to fave that which was loſt, The 
ſecond is that of St. Paul—we were by nature 
children of wrath.” Eph, ii. 3. Theſe two 
propoſitions then, faith our author, are incon- 
teſtable; and, in the ſenſe they were meant by 
the divine teachers of them, I grant they are : 
therefore (adds he) the conſequence muſt likewiſe 
be certain, And with the ſame reſtriction, I 
grant the concluſion likewiſe. He then proceeds— 
« For it muſt be obſerved, that Jesus CHRIST 
does not ſay he came to offer men the means to 
s ſave themſelves; but, that he came to ſave 
them. A faithful ſaying, ſays St. Paul, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that JEsUs CHRIST 
came into the world to ſave ſinners: therefore 
he came to fave all men.” In the reaſoning 
(if ſophiſtry may be termed reaſoning) the great 
ſtreſs is laid upon this; that JESUS CHRIST does 
not ſay, he came to offer men the means to ſave 
themſelves, but that he came to fave them: and 
it 18 owned, our BLESSED SAVIOUR does not ſay 
in this place, that he came to ofter men only the 
means to fave themſelves: nay, it is certain, that 

he did much more, for he actually purchaſed re- 
demption forall whoever have obeyed, or ſhall obey, 
the will of Gop ; which no performances of their 
own ever could have done. In ſhort, 1t 1s certain, 
that in Scripture ſtile, he came to ſave all men: 
but then I deny that ever CHRIST has promiſed 
to ſave men without themſelves, that is, without 
their own endeavours; and I challenge our author, 


Or 


cc 


cc 
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or his defenders, to ſhew that he has not required 
the belief and practice of his religion as terms of 
ſal vation abſolutely neceſſary, from all to whom 
the goſpel has been offered ; and when they have 
done this, I hereby promiſe to become their con- 
vert—mean time let them try what to make of 
theſe texts. He that beheveth not ſhall be damned; 
S t. Mark xvi. 16. God gave bis only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, — 
be that believeth in the Son hath everlaſting life : 
and he that believeth not the Son ſhall not ſee life, 
but the wrath of Gon abideth on him; John iii. 
16, 36. Except ye repent ye ſhall all ikewiſe periſh; 
St. Luke xiii, 3, 5. Without holineſs no man ſhall 
fee the Lord; and then ſhall be ſay to them on the 
left hand, depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting 
fire prepared for the Devil and his Angels; St. 
at. xxv. 41. Theſe paſſages are plain and need 

no comment, and from them, and innumerable 
others which might be quoted, it ſeems to me 
certain, faith and obedience are abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary in order to ſalvation; - yet, notwithſtand- 
ing the light is as clear as noon- day, our author 
hath unhappily fixed a ſenſe upon the word ſave, 
which is repugnant to right reaſon, and directly 
contrary to the general tenor of Holy Scripture. 
Let me only aſk our author, if the ſon of a king 

| ſhould take a long journey in order to intercede for 
rebels, and ſhould fo far prevail, as to obtain their 
iq lives and fortunes for them, upon the eaſy condi- 
. tion of ſaying, Gop fave the king; — whether in 
this caſe, the ſon of that king might not juſtly, 

| | | an 


PET —_— 
— 2 AT , on 22 — 
| | : LS 5 os — 7 oy 42 * * 
i | 3 | 2 | = 4 88 8 * 7 e 5 7 : : - 
mn S * ON da” COINS = * n * 2 72 N 7 — 1 C5 TS — | = —< x 3 . = 
— — 3 a 8 —— * 2727227 ; - 
8 2 - p — 23 1 — — —_ IE * — 
r 3 I - 


2 n 


„n AAA ES 


= = — . — 
* I (bay 2 n 
2 ” 


(39) 

and with propriety, be ſaid to have taken his jour- 
ney, or come, to ſave theſe rebels, tho' it might 
happen afterwards, that for non-performance of 
the condition their lives were taken away? I have 
no doubt but this queſtion will be anſwered in 
the affirmitive, and therefore I defire to know, why 
the word ſave then applied to CyR1sT our LoRD 
may not be allowed to have ſome ſuch meaning : 
eſpecially ſince our author's conſtruction is equal- 
ly abſurd and irreligious ; as ſhall be more fully 
proved hereafter. 12 

The next argument is founded on Cazaphas's 
prophecy of our BLESSED SAviouR's death. 
The laſt words, viz. | That he ſhould gatber to- 
« gether in one the children of God that were ſcat- 
« tered abroad] note clearly, ſays our author, 


that they ought to be underſtood and taken, pro 


& finguls hominibus omnium generum, for eve 

& individual of human nature; and for all men 
e ſcatter'd throughout the whole Earth.” Now 
tho' the words here adduced prove nothing to our 


author's purpoſe, being only a prophecy that the 


Gentiles were to be admitted into the Church, and 
made one body with the believing Jews, yet I 


ſhall not quarrel with him on that account, be- 


cauſe the doctrine of univerſal redemption is cer- 
tainly the doctrine of Holy Scripture. —Let us 
now ſee what is to be inferred from this con- 
ceſſion. Why hence it follows, according to our 
author, That CHRIST may be ſaid to have 
** died for every individual of human nature, as 
if he had died for that individual only. N * 

1 


(31) 
if by JssUs CarIsT's dying for every individual, 
as if he had died for that individual only, our 
author means, that the efficacy of CHRIS T's 
death may extend to every individual who per- 
forms the conditions of the goſpel covenant, as 
certainly as if CHRIST had died for that indivi- 
dual only, I readily ſubſcribe to his opinion; for 
in that ſenſe, it is certain, CHRIS TH faſted Death 


for every man alike. But if our author means 


that every individual ſhall as certainly be faved, as 
things at preſent are, as if CHRIST had died for 


that individual alone, I muſt beg leave to differ 


from him. And that this is his meaning, is very 
apparent from what follows ; for he adds Now 
ce who will fay that if Jesus CHRIST had come 
ce upon Earth, for only one particular perſon, and 
„% had died for him, that perſon would not have 
« been ſaved? Can it be doubted, that Jesus 
«© CHRIST having taken on himſelf all the fins of 
* that perſon, and having ſubmitted to fatisfy 
<« the juſtice of Gop for him, by all the pains 
* and ſufferings he endured; can it be doubted, I 
« fay, that, that particular perſon had repented 
e in JEsus CHRIST, had faſted and ſuffered in 
„ Jesvs CHRIST, and in him had been nail'd to, 
ce and died on, the croſs, 2 P. ix.” To all which 
I anſwer, Firſt, That ſuppoſing that perſon to 
be endued with the ordinary malignity 'of human 
nature, and not to have an uncommon and ſuper- 
natural degree of grace conferred upon him, it 


implies no impoſſibility to ſuppoſe, that ſuch a 


perſon might be damned; becauſe, being a free 
| 1 | agent, 
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ſuch as wilfully contemn his laws, and treat his 


(32) 

agent, he might reject all the offers of grace that, 
in ſuch circumſtances, . could be made to him. 
But then, Secondly, I confeſs, it is not probable that 
ſuch a perſon ſhould be damned; nay I believe he 
would certainly have been ſaved; becauſe I can't 
ſuppoſe that CHRIsT would ck himſelf of his 
eternal Glory, take upon him our nature, and in 
it live a mean, contemptible and poor life, and at 
laſt ſuffer the pain and ignominy of a croſs, for a 
ſingle perſon, unleſs he certainly foreſaw that that 

rſon would embrace his Goſpel, and ſo be en- 
titled to ſalvation, But till the certainty of the 
perſon's ſalvation does not ariſe from hence, that 
it is impoſſible any ſhould periſh for whom Cnklsr 
died; but from the particular nature of the perſon, 
which muſt be ſuppoſed ſo docible, as to yield to 
the motions of divine grace. Indeed, it would be 
a kind of abſurdity to ſuppoſe that CyrTsT ſhould 
die for one particular perſon, at the ſame time 
that he knew that perſon- would not be benefited 
by his paſſion; becauſe it would ſuppoſe that 
CHRIST ſhould throw away his life to no pur- 
poſe, or at leaſt to no viſible purpoſe. But this 
objection cannot be urged againſt the Chriſtian 
ſcheme, or ſyſtem, becauſe tho' many for whom 
our BLESSED SAVIOUR ſhed his blood ſhall periſh 
thro' their own default, yet it 1s likewiſe certain, 
that thouſands and millions ſhall obtain eternal 
redemption by his death. Tho' therefore it be 
true, that CHRIST died for all men, and that he 
excludes none from the benefit of his paſſion, but 


pre- 


633) 
. as an. unholy thing; yet it does not 

lllow, as bur author would inſinuate, that all 
men ſhall as certainly be ſdved as any individual 
perſon would have been, ſuppoſing our Saviour 
to Have died for him alone, becauſe the caſes are 
widely diffetent, as I have ſhewn juſt now : be- 
fides, that a perſon may be damned for whom 
CiRIsT has ſuffered, appears ſo plainly from the 
words of the Apoſtle, Rom. xiv. 15. Deſtroy not 
hin with thy meat for whom Cris died, that 
farther proof is needlefs. As to that paſſage where- 
in out author asks the queſtion, whether it can be 


doubted, but that, that © particulat perſon had 


« repented in Carist JEsus, had faſted and 
e fuffered in Jesus CHRIST, and in him had been 
e nailed to and died upon the croſs; — it con- 


tains thè rankeſt poiſon of the Antinoman hereſy, 


and is equally fubverſive of Chriſtianity and virtue. 
For What he ſays of that particular perſon, he 
fuppoſes to be true of all mankind, even the moſt 
abandon'd miſcreants; becauſe, he ſuppoſes that 
CMN IST died for all men, in the fame manner, as 
if he had died for every individual alone, and by 


himſelf. Now if it be true, that the faſting. and 


ſuffering of CHRIST (for 1 ſpeak not of his re- 
pentance, becauſe it is nonſenſe to talk of repen- 
tance where there is no fin) is imputed to every 


individual, as their own” proper act and deed, 


which is out author's ſcheme ; it is certain, there 


Can be no need for our perſonal repentance and 


Hacmiliation; and conſequently we may take our 
fall ſwing in wickedneſs, witkout any remorſe,— 
0 E with- 


& 


* REES . 3 2 2 n 
I ER 


* —_ - j * 
6 I ww OE. 
— A” — — 


— 7 * 41 cy 8 
„ * * — 2... * — * 
— — —— — — — — 9 * 
—— C4 - — — * = 1 a 


_ — © ea 1 — . 
n — 28 

— —— — 

— 


= ——_—_— — 
— get 


—_— 
— — 
FEE As - 


a . — . — NNN 32 - 
— c 2 —— — — — — J n . "29.3: 1 2 4 
ee ride — 2 — P —. 1 x” > W Ps or OL E 
82 2 * ; — TY we Vat - : — a 
* — — * — — 1 


— ng en, nn ISI 
> _—_ 2 —_—_ * 0 
* 1 2 — 
_ — 2 
** 5 
4 — 


—— 


— 
— 


(34) 


without ſo much as offering up one Lox p have 
mercy. And how much this is like to encourage 
virtue and promote religion, which our author 
pretends to be ſo zealous for, I leave you, Sir, to 
judge. Mean time permit me to obſerve, that 
this doctrine quite deſtroys our author's favourite 
diſtinction, betwixt the grace of redemption 
and the grace of ſuper-abundance : for, ſince we 
are aſſured by the prophet, Ezek. xvii. 22. that 
a fincere repentance blots out the ſtain of the 
blackeſt crimes, and ſeeing our author ſuppoſes 
that all men have faſted, repented and ſuffered 
in JE sus CHRIST, it clearly follows, that all men 
are equally innocent and pure; nay, by parity of 
reaſon, all men may be ſaid to have led a holy 
and virtuous life, as well as to have repented, and 
ſuffered in Jesus CHRIST: and indeed, our au- 
thor aſſerts ſo much in plain terms, p. 20. where 
he ſays, that Gop imputes to us the good works 
of Jxsus CuR1sT ; the conſequence of which is, 

that all men are equally virtuous and holy ; be- 
cauſe the virtue and holineſs of CHRIST, which 
is perfect, and one and the ſame, is imputed to 
every one, even the moſt atrocious criminals, 

alike, as to the good and faithful, But, if all men 
age equally holy, they will be equally happy too, 
becauſe happineſs will undoubtedly be diſpenſed 


according to the degree of virtue: and thus our 


author's diſtinction, as well as the different degrees 
of happineſs founded upon it, comes to nothing.— 
At the bottom of p. 9. he tells us, that, 70 be in 


* $CuR1sT, and not to walk after the feeſh, i is the 


ſame 
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Os; and becauſe the Apoſtle ſays, Rom. viii. 
. | There is now no condemnation to them which are 

in ; CurIsT Jesvs, whowalk not after the fleſh, but 
after the ſpirit.—From hence he would have us to 
infer, that no Chriſtian ſhall be damned: for, if this 
is not his meaning in this place, I own I know 
not what is; and therefore ſhall be glad to ſce him 
explain himſelf, Mean time, taking it for grant- 
ed, that I have hit upon his meaning, give me leave 
to obſerve, that his explication of the Apoſtle's 
words 1s quite erroneous : for it is not true, that, 
to be in CyrisT JESUS, and not to walk after 
the fleſh, is the ſame thing : fo be in CHRIST 
Jesvs, is to be a Chriſtian, i. e. to be baptized 
and profeſs the doctrine of CHRIST. Not to 
walk after the fleſh, is not to obey the diQtates of 
corrupt nature, not to be governed by ſinful paſ- 
ſins; but to be led by reaſon and walk after the 
ſpirit, i. e. the ſpirit of Gon.—And if theſe ex- 
preſſions were ſynonimous, it would from thence 
follow, that no profeſſor of CHRIS T's doctrine can 
be governed by his ſinful paſſions, or obey the dic- 
tates of corrupt nature; which I preſume even 
our author will ſcarcely affirm, and, if he does, I 
am ſure no reaſonable perſon will believe him. — 
In p. 10, are theſe words:“ All human nature 
*© had really and in fact been corrupted, and ren- 
<< dered culpable in Adam; therefore, really and 
e in fact, was ſanctified in Jzsvs Cu 1sr. The ſin 
0 Adam had been a real ſource of death to all 
men, without excepting one: - therefore the 
$ redemption of JEsus CRRISHTH became a real 
E 2 ſource 


(36) 

«c. 8 of life (i. e. eternal life) to all men.“ 
For the proof of this our author refers us to St. 
Pauls 5th chap. to the Romans, the explication 
of which is the ſubject of the 3d article ; and thi- 
ther therefore we muſt follow. bim. Aar. Il. 
But before we proceed, permit me to obſerye, 
that, by the rules of ſound criticiſm, we are obli- 
ged to explain the obſcure and difficult paſſages of 
any author, by ſuch as are more plain and eaſy ; 
and never to interpret one place ſo as to claſh 
with or contradict another, when it can admit 
of a more candid explanation, and the author be 
made to ſpeak conſiſtently. No man ought to be 
accuſed of felf-contradiction without the cleareft 
proofs: this is a piece of juſtice every Writer may 
lay claim to; and I hope our author is no ſuch 
enemy to, inſpiration, as to refuſe it to the benen 

of the Holy Scripture. 

Taking this then for granted, if; it can be made 
appear, from many plain, intelligible places, of 
Holy Scripture, and particularly. from, the writ- 
ings of the ſame Apoſtle, that be. wicked ſhall be 
damned, it will Fd thence clearly. follow, that 
our author's ſenſe of St. Paul's 5th chap. to the 
Romans 1s not the true ſenſe ; ; becauſe he has pro- 
duced it to prove, that a// men, even the, wicked, 
ſhall be ſaved, which is a quite contrary doctrine. 

Now, if we look into St. Matt. vii. 21, 22, 23. 
and join to theſe the part of the 46th verſe of the 
2 5th chap. we ſhall quickly ſee my aſſertion clear- 
ly proved. The words are as follow : Not every 
one that ſaith. unto me, Lon, Lok D, ſhall 
| enter 


(37) 


enter into the ki ngdem of Heaven, but be that do- 


eth the will of my Father who is in Heaven. Many 
will ſay to me in that day, LorRD, Loxp, have 
ae not prophefied in thy name? And in thy name 
haue caſt out devils, and in thy name done many 
wonderful works; and then will I profeſs unto 
them, I never knew you; depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity.— And theſe (i. e. the wicked) ſhall 
g0 (edision nh,] into everlaſting puniſhment. 
Where by; the- by it is worth remarking, that the 
word av is the fame that is uſed concerning the 
| happineſs of the juſt in the following part of the 
verſe; and ſince no-body ever. doubted of the 
eternity of happineſs, and the laws of criticiſm 
will not permit us to explain the ſame word in dif- 
ferent ſenſes in the ſame verſe, we mult therefore 
infer, that the puniſhment of the wicked ſhall be 
ſtrictly and properly eternal (1). 

Let us now hear St. Paul's account of the mat- 
ter: we may learn it from his Ep. to the Rom. 
l. 6, 7, 8, 9.—who. (i. e. Gop) will renden to 
every. man according to his deeds. To them who by 
patient continuance in well-doting ſeek for glory, 
Honour, and immortality, (be. will render) eternal 
life :. but- unto them that are cantentiaus, and do 
nat obey the truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs, (he 
will render) indignation ang: wrath, tribulation 
and anguiſh upon every ſoul: of man. that doth- evil. 
Tbe intent of theſe paſſages are obvious to the 
meaneſt underſtanding; and therefore common ſenſe 
rbids us to admit a meaning of any other paſſage 


Which 


(1) See Dr. Tillot/or's Sermon on the Eternity, &c. 
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which contradicts them. Though therefore we 
could give no tolerable account of the difficult 
chapter which our author quotes; yet, from what 
I have already ſaid, we might with certainty con- 
clude, that his expoſition of. it is erroneous, and 
by conſequence that all the inferences founded 
upon that expoſition are falſe and groundleſs. 
But, thanks to Gop, this is not the caſe : for a 
very ſatisfactory account not only may be, but ac- 
tually hath been, given of this chapter, and of all 
St. Paul's epiſtles by Dr. Wells, Whithy, and 
others, to whoſe labours I beg leave to remit you, 
Sir, in order to fave time, and to prevent this 
letter from {ſwelling to too great a ſize. Mean 
time, that you may not complain of my having 
quite neglected our author in this place, I ſhall 
animadvert a little upon the doctrine which he 
deduces from this chapter.—And here, havin 

quoted the Apoſtle's words from the 6th to the 
10th verſe inclufively, © For when we were with 
< out ſtrength, in due time CyrIsT died for the 
« ungodly: for ſcarce for a righteous man will one 
&« die; yet peradventure, for a good man ſome would 


00 even dare t0 die. But Gop commendeth his love 


« towards us, in that while we were yet ſinners, 
« CurisT died for the ungodly. Much more 
« then being juſtified now by his blood, we ſhall be 


* ſaved from wrath through him: for if, when 


© We Were enemies, we were reconciled ty Gop 

“ the death of his on, much more being reconciled 
«© we ſhall be Javed by his life. He then adds, 

p. ue: Tit the conciliation 2 by 
© CHRIST 


(39) 


« CHRIST is applied in the ſame manner, that 


the fin of Adam was applied. It was not re- 

« quired of men to conſent perſonally to fin, - to 
« feel. the effects of it, &c.—And why then 
c ſhould it be neceſſary for them to act for them- 
« ſelves, in order to be juſtified in JesUs CHRIST? 
« Why ſhould not the redemption be applied to 


Is it that IE sus CHRIS has not as much power 


to ſave all men without exception, as Adam 
had to damn them all in general?“ And ſo 
forth. To expoſe the abſurdity of this way of 
reaſoning, there is nothing more needful than to 
cloath the argument in another dreſs; take it then 


cc 


46 


in this manner: ſince men might, for the ſin of 


Adam, be juſtly deprived of eternal life, to which 
they had no title by nature, and become liable to 
death; upon their progenitor's becoming mor- 
tal, which could not poſſibly be prevented without 
a miracle, and ſuch a miracle as neither juſtice nor 
mercy made neceſſary, why may they not be ſaved 
through the blood of CxrisT, though they con- 
| Fi laws, and do none of thoſe things which 

Gop. requires in order to ſalvation? In this light, 
which is evidently the true light, the ridicule is 
at firſt ſight apparent, and the falſe conſequence 
becomes obvious, which before lay concealed un- 
der art and fallacy. Having thus cleared the way, 
1 am now at liberty to anſwer our author's queries, 
And firſt, I ſay, that wicked men ſhall be damned 
(or which is the ſame, if the merits of CHRIST 
will not be applied to men without their own en- 


dea- 


them without their fo much as thinking of it? 
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(39) 
deavours) not becauſe Ctixisr has not as much 
power to ſave them, as Adam had to damit them; 
for Cu ls T is Almighty, and therefore can do 
every thing, which is an object of power, 7. e. 
which does not imply a contradiftion. But the 
reaſons probably are as follow: Firſt, becauſe 


It is not reaſonable that theſe men ſhould be hap- 


py who have ſo groſsly abuſed the divine gobd- 
neſs, as to deſpiſe that redemption which he 
purchaſed with his blood. 2dly, Becauſe the 
divine juſtice muſt neceſſarily make a remarkable 
difference between the righteous and the wicked, 
which it would be impoſſible to do without actu- 
ally puniſhing the wicked, and rewarding the 
righteous : for though it may be ſaid, that this 
may be well enough provided for, by rewatding 
the one more than the other; yet, this will not 
be a ſufficient difference, becauſe happineſs is not 
to be meaſured by the quantity of good things 
conferred, but by the peace and ſatisfaction which 
reſults from them. Thus we may ſee a poor country 
man frequently as happy, nay, more fo, in the pro- 
duce of his little farm, than a Dives who is cloathed 
with purple and fine linen and fareth ſumptusufly 
every day. His wants are few, and his defires 
are confined within narrow bounds, and when 
thoſe wants are ſupplied, and thoſe defires gratt- 
fied; his happineſs is compleat ; and without new 
appetites, could receive no increaſe by the addi. 
tion of greater treuſure. So without doubt, it will 
be in the other world. Different degrees of glory, 
will make diffefent people equally happy; mo > 
How theie 


(41) 


theſe different people will have different natures 


and capacities. A different degree of happineſs 


therefore will not be a ſufficient diſtinction be- 


tween the righteous and the wicked. Some more 
remarkable difference muſt be made by a righteous 
governor of the world; and that only can be, by 
punitthing the guilty.— But, 3dly, another reaſon 
_ why men mult act for themſelves in order to be 
juſtified is, becauſe Gop has told us ſo in his 
word, and therefore it muſt be true. This is fo 
plain from the places already quoted, p. 23 and 
29: that it is needleſs to multiply texts to prove it 
farther, and thither J beg leave to refer you. 

Our author's next queſtion is this, Now by 
te the reconciliation which JESUS CHRIST has 
1 wrought between man and his father, were 
«© they not reinſtated in the condition they were 
*© im before the fall of Adam?” By which que- 
ſtion he infinuates, that the poſterity of Adam 
are now in the fame ſtate as if he had not ſinned. 
And J anſwer to it, by denying the fact, and by 
defiring our author to prove his allegation. —I 
own indeed, that men, by a lawful baptiſm, are 
reſtored to the favour of Gop, as much as if Adam 
had not ſinned ; becauſe the guilt of their corrup- 
tion (if it may properly be termed guilt) is waſhed 
away in that ſacred laver of regeneration. I own 
too, that whoſoever is born of water and the ſpi- 
rit, has a new title to the kingdom of Heaven; 
and that if ſuch die before the commiſſion of ac- 
tual fin, they are as certainly ſaved as if Adam 
had not fallen, But ftill there are many remark- 
1 F able 
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(42) 
able differences between our preſent ſtate, and what 
our condition would have been, in caſe our firſt 
parent had not fallen. And firſt, death, pain and 
ſickneſs were the conſequences of his fin. To theſe 


we are every day, and every hour, expoſed ; which, 


but for that, we had never known: for man, 
without fin, was without miſery. Pain, ſickneſs 
and death are puniſhments, and puniſhments could 
not have been inflicted, but in conſequence of an 
offence. But, 2dly, The depravity of our na- 
ture is another ſad proof, how much our preſent 
differs. from our original condition. Man was 
created innocent; free from fin, and with paſ- 
ſions under the reſtraint of reaſon, had he exer- 
ciſed that reaſon : but we feel a propenſity. to 
evil, and a backwardneſs to good; and without 
the aſſiſtance of divine grace, could never con- 
quer and ſubdue our irregular appetites. And in 
the laſt place, we are till in a ſtate of trial, and 
but candidates at beſt for Heaven, which we may 
notwithſtanding loſe : whereas, if Adam had not 

ſinned, we had been fixed, as the Angels now are, 
in an immutable ſtate of virtue; and his obedience 
would have conferred an actual title to eternal 


life. 


Our immortality would have then commenced 
with our birth, and would have been perfected by 
our tranſlation into Heaven without dying. The 
fin of Adam then, and its conſequences, are not 
< to be looked upon as if they had never hap- 
e pened, as the pamphlet alleges ; becauſe: we 
have now ſeen that our condition is greatly rs 

| e ? = 


(43). 
ed by that fin ; altered indeed, much for the worle ; 
but we are to look upon our author's concluſion 
as falſe, becauſe it is founded upon falſe premiſes. 
In p. 13. he quotes the following verſes : * And 
« not only ſo, but we alſo joy in Gop through our 
« Lok Jesus CHRIST, by whom we have now re- 
&« ceived the atonement ; wherefore as by one man, 
« fin entered into the world, and death by fin ; 
« and ſo death paſſed upon all men, iy 5 dies- dudglo 
« for that all have ſinned (or as a learned author 
& renders the words) as far as which all have ſinned, 


ce for, until the law was, death was in the world, 


but ſin is not imputed where there is no law. Ne- 
<< vertheleſs death reigned from Adam t Moſes, 
&« even over them that had not finned after the ſimi- 
* litude of Adam's tranſgreſſion, who is the figure 
« 'of him that was to come.” Rom. v. 10. 14. 
And then ſays, By theſe words of St. Paul, we 
< ſee firſt, that our advantages are greater ſince 
< the redemption, than they were before the 


& fin of Adam.” And as far as I underſtand 


our author, I have no objection to his doctrine: 
but when he ſubjoins, We ſee, 2dly, That the 
* application of the redemption is in the fame 
<< manner, as is the application of the fin of 
Adam; I muſt beg leave to tell him, that I 
have already proved the contrary, of this lat- 
ter. That there is a reſemblance between the 
effects of CHRIS T's redemption, and the conſe- 

quences of Adam's ſin, I readily grant; becauſe 
the Apoſtle has elſewhere clearly proved that re- 
| ſemblance; nay, I grant that, as in Adam all die, 
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ſo in Cag18T ſhall all be nade alive. Aud if 
this conceſſion will ſatisfy our Author, * a 
agreed. 

Let us ſee then how theſe oropalitions © — 
Adam all die, and in CHRIST all. ſhall be 5 
alive, are to be underſtood, —And firſt, what the 
meaning of the propoſition in Adam all die is: 
now from thence we are not to infer, that every 


individual of human nature ſhall 40 undergo 


a ſeparation of ſoul and body; for Enoch and 
Elias are examples already to the contrary, and 
that whole generation of people who ſhall be alive 
at the coming of our BI ESSED SAVIOUR, canſift- 
ing probably of many thouſand millions, will be 
ſtill farther exceptions to the general rule. See 
1 Cor. xv. 51. and 1 The. iv. 17. The fame 
doctrine we learn from our Creed; for therein we 
declare our belief, that CnkIsT ſhall came to 
judge the guick as well as the dt. 
Since then it is certain, that all men do not ac- 
tually die in Adam, as the words at firſt ſight ſeem 
to imply, they muſt haye another meaning, which 
is this That by the fin of Alam, death was 
brought into the world, and he, and all his poſte- 
rity, made liable to it; i. e. became of a mortal na- 
ture. —In this ſenſe, even Enoch and Elijah were 
mortal, and died in Adam; and this leads us to 
the true meaning of the other propoſition — In 

CHRIST all ſhall be made alive vi g. — That by 
CHRIsT all men are made capable of = rok 
lity—by his paſſion he hath broken the gates of 
death, and given mankind a title to a reſurrection tp 
eterna 


* 


Im 


Im" 
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(45) 
eternal life, —Before the ſufferings of our Bl ESSED 
SAVIOUR, "Oupevos av 410; ſaith St. Chryſs om, Hea- 
ven was impervious; but by his triumphant entry 


there, he hath opened its doors to all believers. 
The ſum of what I have ſaid on this head, is this; 


all men became liable to death by Adam's fin, but 
all men do not actually die; fo all men are made 
ble of immortal life, 3 of ſalvation thro” 


the merits of CRIS T's death; but all men ſhall 


not actually be ſaved—which is a concluſion di- 
realy contrary to our authors, —In p. 14. the fol- 
Jowing verſes are quoted from the 1 5th incluſively. 


12 1 


& But not as the offence, fo alſo is the free gift ; 


| «« far if through the offence of one, many be dead, 


& much more the grace of Gon, and the gift by 
te grace which is by one man Jxsus CHRIST, 

bas abounded unto many. And not as it was by 
cone that ſinned, ſo as the gift for the Judgment 
er was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is 


of. many offences unto juſtification ; for if by one 


man's offence, death reigned by one ; much more 


* they who receive abundance of grace; and of the 
gift of righteouſneſs, ſhall reign in life by one, 

IEsus CHRIST: therefore, as by the fin of one, 
0 % judgment came upon all to condemnation; fo by 


oc ep righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came upon 
men to juſtification of f ife: for as by one man's 


* diſobedience, many were made ſinners ; ſo by the 


< obedience of one, ſball many be made righteous.” 


And then the author ſubjoins the following que- 


ſtions: What could we wiſh for plainer than 


** thele words of St. Paul? „ the * were 
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(646) 
te now upon earth, and would vindicate the con- 
« cluſion I undertake to prove, could he 
all than theſe I 
have here tranſcribed from his epiſtle ?” 
What reaſon our author has to triumph in this 
place, Sir, you will ſoon learn by looking into 


| Dr. Wells and Dr. Whithy's commentary upon it, 


which Ichave already mentioned. Mean time, 
ive me leave to obſerve, that there is not one 


word of all the Apoſtle has ſaid that can prove 


our author's concluſion, unleſs we pervert his 
meaning, and make him ſpeak contradictions 
when a fair and candid account may be given of 
it, and ſuch as is eaſily reconcilable to his known 
and avowed doctrine.—1 havealready ſhewn, from 


plain and obvious paſſages, what St. Paul's ſenti- 


ments are, with regard -to the future ſtate both 
of the righteous and the wicked. I have ſhewn 
from this very ſame epiſtle, that he believes mi- 
ſery and torment will be the portion of the one 
as certainly as glory and honour will be confered 
upon the other: and there is nothing in the 
verſes now quoted, that in the leaſt contradicts 
that opinion: for the Apoſtle's deſign here is 
only to magnify the Grace of Gop to mankind, 


in that he hath not only abſolved us from the pu- 


niſhment to which we were ſubjected by the ſin 
of Adam; but hath further been mercifully 
pleaſed to grant us a pardon of all our own ac- 
tual tranſgreſſions, thro' the merits and media- 


tion of our SA vIouR. This is the purport of 


the 15, 16, and 17th verſes: and then at the 
I Sth 


(4) 


18th he adds, that as, thro' the one offence of our 
firſt parent, all men were condemned to morta- 
lity, i. e. became liable to death; fo, thro' the 
righteouſneſs of One (CHRIS TH) che goodneſs of 
Gop hath ſo extended itſelf likewiſe to all men, 
as to make them capable of juſtification to life. For 
(continues the Apoſtle) as by one man's diſobedi- 
ence, Adam's, the many (i. e. all mankind) were 
made or conſti ituted finer: ; ſo, by the obedience of 


one (the SON of God) . moaao}, the many (i. e. all 


mankind) ſhall be made or conſtituted righteous. — 
I have already explain'd the meaning of the 
phraſe — made ſinners, but however, to cor- 
roborate what I have there faid, and to make 
the ſenſe of this verſe, which has been fo much 
abuſed by our author and others, the more intel- 
ligible, give me leave to obſerve, that, as the 
Apoſtle who wrote this epiſtle was by birth a 
Hebrew, ſo in this and his other writings he fre- 
quently uſes the Hebrew idiom. We have no 
leſs than two inſtances of it in the verſe before 
us—made ſinners—one ;—made righteous—the 
other. To be made a ſinner, in the Hebrew di- 
ale, is the ſame thing as to be puniſhed, or 


condemned by a judicial ſentence: and to be 


made righteous is ſynonimous with--being abſolved 
from puniſhment, A thouſand examples of 


this might be brought from the Old Teſtament, 
but I ſhall fatisfy myſelf with one : it is one 
however, that explains both the phraſes — You 
will find it, Sir, in the book of Proverbs, chap. 
17, ver. 15.— lle that — [in the He- 
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brew, he that abſolveth from puniſhment]. the 


wicked, and he that condemneth [ Heb. he that 
maketh a ſinner] the juſt; both the two are an 
abomination to the LoRD. - Whoever deſires 
more ſatisfa&tion, may find numberleſs inſtances 
of the like kind, by conſulting any Hebrew con- 
cordance. But it is ſo well known to every 
body, who is barely initiated into the rudiments 
of the ſacred language, that the Word 

which in Kal fignifies to be wicked, or act er- 
edly, in the Hiphil en to make wicked, 
or to treat as wickeg L. e. to condemn': and, 
on the other hand, g. which in Kal fig- 
nifies to be juſtified, in Hißbi, ſignifies to pro- 


nounce juſt or to abſolve; that further inſtances 


are needleſs. And indeed if it had not been ex- 
tremely obvious, I. who have but very flender 
attainments in the Hebrew, would not have men- 
tioned it. From what has been ſaid then, Sir, 

it appears, that the phraſes made ſinners, and 
made righteous, in the 19th verſe, anſwer to the 
words condemnation and juſtification i in the 18th: 
and this being granted, the ſenſe of the verſe be- 
comes obvious, —Indeed, it is nothing elſe but 
a repetition of the ſame truths in a different form 
of expreſſion, and therefore it is needleſs to repeat 
them. It is plain then, that this difficult paſ- 


fage, when thoroughly weighed and examined, 1s 
far enough from anſwering our author's purp oſe. 
It only tells us (what the other Scriptures every 
where teach) that we are looſed from the bands 
of death in virtue of our BDESSED SAVI1OUR's 

paſſion 


(49) 


paſſion and reſurrection, and that we are now ca- 
pable of obtaining eternal life; but it ſpeaks not 
one word of mens being ſaved without their own 
endeavours; much leſs, when they impiouſly de- 
ſpiſe the authority of Gop, and ſtrive with might 
and main to defeat his gracious purpoſes towards 
them, which is our author's inference from it 
in p. 20th. To ſtrengthen his concluſion from 
the laſt- mentioned verſes, and to obviate, as he 
imagined, the objections of an adverſary, he re- 
fers us to the 20th and 2 iſt verſes of the ſame 
chapter. Moreover, the law entered that the 
56 er, might abound; but where fin abounded, 
© Grace did much more abound: that as fin hath 
« reigned unto death, even ſo might grace reign 
* thro' righteouſneſs unto eternal life, through 
JESUS CHRIS OUR LoRD.”'—But how theſe 
either confirm his doctrine or confute mine, I am 
at a loſs to know; nay, I am greatly miſtaken if 
the laſt of them does not clearly prove the catholic 
doctrine which I endeavour to defend. For, after 
the Apoſtle has magnified the goodneſs of Gop in 
forgiving thoſe many offences under the law, which 
were committed after the fimilitude of Adam's 


tranſgreſſion; that is, which were committed againſt 


a poſitive law threatning death to the offender, 
which is the defign of the 2oth verſe. He then 
adds, ver. 21, that as ſin reigned (i. e. extended 
itſelf) over all unto death, even ſo might grace 
reign (or extend itſelf) over all, Chro righteouſneſs, 
unto eternal life by JesUs CHRIST oUR LoRD. 
Where you may obſerve, Sir, that the grace of 
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Gop extends itſelf over all unto eternal life only 
thro righteouſneſs, viz. as the condition of ob- 
taining it, which is the thing I have all along aſ- 
ſerted.— The author ſays, p. 15. that the word 
grace, in the 2oth verſe, ſignifies the fact of re- 
demption, but it does not. By grace is there 
meant the goodneſs of Gop in ſending a re- 
deemer, and in pardoning the fins of the Jeus, 
- to which a capital puniſhment belonged, for the 
| fake of that redeemer. At the bottom of the 
fame page, he quotes 1 Cor. xv. 22. As in A- 
% dam all die, ſo in ChHRISTH ſhall all be made 
* ahve; and then adds this remark—not one has 
< eſcaped death; not one ſhall be deprived of 
« life in glory,” — That not one has eſcaped death 
is abſolutely falſe, (ſee p. 37. 38. of this letter) 
and therefore that not one ſhall be deprived of life 
in glory, muſt be a falſe concluſion, In p. 16. 
three other texts of Scripture are reduced, one 
from St. Luke, a ſecond from St. Matthew, and 
a third from St. 7ohn's goſpel. —— The purport 
of the 1ſt and zd, is, that CRHRISH came not to 
deſtroy, but to ſave mankind ; which has been 
already ſpoke to in this letter. The paſ- 
ſage from St. Matthew's goſpel is delivered in 
theſe words: Even ſo it is not-the will of your 
© FATHER who is in heaven that one of theſe 
* little ones ſhould periſh.” Which is no 
more than a general declaration concerning the 
deſign of our BLESSED SAviouR's coming into 
the world, and of his wiſhes and inclinations _ 

| . the 


(51) 
the profeſſors of his goſpel ſhould walk accord- 
ing to it, and be ſaved, But they prove nothing 
of the unconditional and abſolute ſalvation. of 
every individual, unjuſt as well as juſt ; and, un- 


leſs they prove this, they can never be made to. 


ſerve our author's cauſe. And as for that paſſage 


already quoted of St. Paul—where ſin abounded, 


grace did much more abound, it might be uſed 
with great propriety, notwithſtanding the dam- 
nation of the wicked part of mankind ; becauſe 
it has reſpect only to the Jews, and was intended, 
as I belbee obſerved, to extol the goodneſs of 
Gov in forgiving the many offences they com- 
mitted, which, after the promulgation of the 
law, were of the ſame nature with that of 
But it is now time to conſider his 4th article. 
In this our author pretends to argue from princi- 
ples of reaſon; and he begins in this manner: 
* If Gop does not fave all men without exeep- 
“e tion, that cannot proceed but from theſe rea- 
& ſons; that he will not, or that he cannot; 
* or that men have render'd themſelves unwor- 
« thy of it. This analyſis appears to be com- 


& plete, and it ſeems not poſſible to add one 


© member to it.” p. 17. Whether our author's 
analyſis is complete or not, I ſhall not take time 
at preſent to diſpute : it is ſufficient for me, if I 
can prove it to be fallacious, ambiguous, and 
fophiſtical ; and this, I think, may be done, in 
few words, In the firſt place then, permit me 
to obſerve that the phraſe, Will of Gop, may be 
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underſtood in two different ſenſes; either as 4 
bare deſire, expreſſive only of the wiſhes and i in- 


clinations of the mind; or, 2dly, as a fixed re- 


ſolution or on of the mind, after- the 


laſt judgment of the underſtanding. To deny 
that Gop wills the [ſalvation of all men, in the 
firſt ſenſe of the expreſſion, is indeed not only: 

to contradict the place our author has here quoted, 
which, by the by, might be more juſtly ren- 
dered Who wills all men to be ſaved, not who 


will have, &c.) but many other paſſages of Holy 


Writ. But, to infer from hence, that Gop has 
formed a ſettled reſolution, that he has abſolutely 
reſolved to fave all men without diſtinction, bad 
as well as good, 1s one of the wildeſt conjectures, 
and falſeſt concluſions that can be drawn, and is 
directly repugnant to the general tenor, I had al- 
moſt ſaid, to every page of the Sacred Records. The 
like reaſoning we may uſe concerning that other 
expreſſion of our author That Gop cannot 
ſave all men. To deny that ALMISHT V Gop 
has a phyſical power to ſave all men, is indeed to 


deny his omnipotence, and, at once, to undeify 


him. I allow it : but full I muſt contend, that 
to ſay Gop cannot ſave all men, in a moral ſenſe, 
(i. e. conſiſtently with his ſacred attributes) i 18 ſound 
doctrine, and exactly the Apoſtle's language; 
when he ſays Gop, who cannot lie. For, it 
is as inconſiſtent with the juſtice and holineſs of 
the divine nature to admit into Heaven the impure 


and flagitious, who have caſt his laws behind 


their backs; and made themſelves fit companions for 


the 


- Ta 
the devil and his angels, as it is repugnant to the 
veracity of Gop to tell a falſhood, I have of- 
fered the reaſon of this before, but I beg leave 
again to repeat it, and it is this : that if the wick- 
ed were to be admitted into Heaven, and to be- 
come completely happy; nay, to enjoy greater 
| happineſs than if Adam had not ſinned, which is 
aur author's ſuppoſition, it would be abſolutely 
; Impoſſible to make a ſufficient difference between 
the juſt and unjuſt ; which (with reverence I ſpeak 
it) Gop muſt neceſſarily do.— I now proceed to 
conſider the laſt part of our author's argument, 
p. 18. it is in theſe words: When Gop conſi- 
« ders men in reference to falvation, either he 
ce conſiders them in Adam, or themſelves, or in 
IE SUS CHRIST.“ Well, let us ſuppoſe with our 
author, that he conſiders them in JESUS CHRIST: 
Vat follows from that? Why in that caſe (ſays he) 
there is not one of them who is not worthy of ſal- 


vation. If we aſk the reaſon, he tells us, becauſe = 
CHRIST has ſatisfied his father for them. But. : 
give me leave to aſk our author one queſtion more. 3 
Has Jesvs CnRIST ſatisfied his. Father, for all Cd. 
men without any thing requiſite on their part, to 1 
give them a right to that ſatisfaction? This is 8 ; 
what our author ought to prove; otherwiſe, all i 

| 


he has ſaid, or can ſay, is nothing to the purpoſe. 
But this he has not yet proved, and I dare venture 
to ſay, never will prove, until he has made a new | 
bible. It is therefore mere jargon in this place, 1 
to talk of the power and efficacy of CRIS Ts by 
ſatisfaction, becauſe we are agreed it was ſuffi- 1 
cient | 
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cient to redeem ten thouſand worlds. It is as 
little to the purpoſe, to tell us in general terms, 
that CHRIST has ſatisfied for all men; for neither 
about that have we any difference. But the hinge 
of the diſpute turns upon this—whether faith 


and obedience are, or are not neceſſary to give 


any one a title to Cxr1sT's merits. The former 


I have clearly ſhewn to be the caſe from plain and 


obvious texts of Scripture, 'The latter our author 
takes for granted to be true, contrary to the whole 
tenour of Holy Writ, and all along fallaciouſly ar- 


j 


gues upon that ſuppoſition : and which of us has 


acted the faireſt part, and has the beſt title to be 
believed, do you, Sir, determine: he, who bare- 
ly aſſerts things, or at beſt, brings but the ſhadow 
of proofs, and theſe taken from ſome obſcure paſ- 
ſages, which he interprets in ſuch a manner, as 
to contradiẽt the known ſentiments of the inſpired 
penmen when they ſpeak more intelligibly ; or I, 
who not only have aſſerted, but have demonſtra- 
ted plainly my aſſertions, by the moſt authentic, 
and the cleareſt proofs. In p. 19. our author goes 
on in the ſame unpardonable manner, to miſa 

ply and pervert other paſſages of Holy Scripture :— 
for neither of the parables which he there quotes, 
has the leaſt affinity to what he has brought them 
for ; neither of them mention the grace of re- 
demption, neither of them have the leaſt con- 
nection with it. By the parable of the net, our 
BIESsED SAvIouR very juſtly and clearly repre- 
ſents the ſtate of the church, while it continues in 


this world: for, as the net gathers of all kind of 
| fiſh, 


( 55) 
fiſh, clean and unclean ; ſo the church contains, 
and always will have in it, ſome good, ſome bad 
members. And by the parable of the leaven was 
typically foretold the great increaſe of the goſpel, 
>a a ſmall. beginning. This is the plain ſcope 
of both theſe parables, as any intelligent reader, 
who conſults the context, will quickly ſee ; and, 
if they have the leaſt connection either with the 
grace of redemption or ſuper-abundance, I am ſo 
unhappy as not to perceive it. | 
At the bottom of the ſame page 19. our au- 
thor quotes the 2d ch. of St. Paul's epiſtle to the 
Epheſians, from the 5th to the 10th verſe inclu- 
five ; and after a great many uſeleſs words upon 
the ſubject, he at laſt forms this ſyllogiſm. 
c If the convivification of Peter in IEsus 
* Carisr always ſubſiſts, Peter muſt be ſaved. 
„ The firſt propoſition (ſays our author) is 
certain, ſince there can be no reaſon to damn 
« a perſon made alive in Jesus CHRIST, and 
living in Jesus CHRIST.“ | 
Now, I allow, that if the merits of CuzisT's 
death and reſurrection, have been actually applied 
to any man, while his title to thoſe merits con- 
tinue; or, in other words, while he continues 
obedient to the laws of Gop, he cannot poſlibly 
bedamned. And if our author means no more 
than this by his hard word (convivification) I al- 
low too the truth of his firſt propoſition. —Let us 
now conſider the 2d, To prove it, he brings ano- 
ther ſyllogiſm, 


c That 
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* That which is an abſolute gift of Gon, and 
t© unconditional, always ſubſiſts. | 
« But the convivification of Peter is an abſo- 
* Jute and unconditional gift of Gop. 
e Therefore the convivification of Peter al- 
«© ways ſubſiſts.” 
Too the firſt of theſe Propoſitions 1 have no ob- 
jection, providing he means by abſolate and un- 
conditional gift, a gift that cannot be forfeited. . - 
But the minor, or 2d, ſeems not ſo certain ; ; 
however, let us ſte how our author ſupports it. 
7 Why, ſays he, the 2d propoſition is taken from 
« St. Paul, who ſays poſitively, that the being 
made alive in Jesvs CnrisT is the gift of 
© Gop, and the effect of his good pleaſure ; 
e therefore the convivification of Peter being an 
& abſolute gift of Gop, Peter muſt be ſaved.” A 
moſt notable concluſion ſurely! hear the argument 
again: St. Paul ſays, the convivification of Peter 
is the gift of Gop; therefore it is an abſolute and 
unconditionable gift, and cannot be forfeited. If 
this be a juſt concluſion, I dare preſume to fay, 
there never was a falſe one: for my own part, I 


* 


ſhould think it much more natural to infer the 


direct contrary; that ſince the convivification of 
Peter was the free gift of Gop, therefore it was 
not an abſolute and unconditional gift, but might 
be reſum'd at pleaſure in caſe of its being ſlighted 
or abuſed: and indeed, unleſs all Gop's gifts are 
unconditional ; unleſs it be impoſſible for Gop to 
beſtow a gift, and take it away again, this muſt 
neceſſarily be the caſe. And if the Almighty is fo 
limited, 
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limited, I muſt beg leave to ſay, his power in this 
reſpect is more confined than that of the meaneſt 
of the ſons of men; which it is blaſphemy and 


nonfſenſe to affert. 


Mean time, if this be true, let me aſk our au- 
thor how it is poſſible to account for the fall of 
man, ſince it is certain, Gop at firſt gave him the 
gift of innocence; and if all Gop's gifts are un- 
conditional, nothing man could do, could forteit 
it. Let me aſk too, what the Apoſtle means by 
that e rpc not the ſpirit? It ſeems to 
me to imply, that men may loſe the ſpirit of Gop, 
or extinguiſh the divine flame which he kindled 
in their hearts: but if all Gop's gifts are uncondi- 
tional, this alſo is impoſſible; or if the doctrine 
is not true, if Gop is not limited in his gifts, but 
may beſtow them upon what conditions he pleaſes, 
and reſume them when thoſe conditions are not 
fulfilled, which is certainly the caſe, then I de- 
fire to know how it follows, that, becauſe St. 
Paul ſays the convivification of Peter is the gift of 
God, therefore that gift muſt be unconditional 
and unforfeitable ? Our author, if I miſtake not, 
is involved in a ſmall dilemma here, and he may 
chuſe which fide of it he pleaſes. 
this time, Sir, you have enough of the gentle- 
man's ſyllogiſms ; but, if not, you have another 
proof of his ſkill in Logic from the 5th article; 
which I now proceed to confider.— 
Art. 5. I ſhall ſam up the argument, in its full 
ſtrength, as briefly as I can. It is one of that 
| H kind 


I fancy, by 
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kind which is called 8 or ducens ad ab- 


ſurdum, and may be thus formed. 6 
If Gop does not pardon all men, then Gov! 8 
mercy is not infinite; becauſe we may ſuppoſe a 
greater mercy, even ſuch as would pardon al 
men: 
But Gop does not 989512 all men according to 
the Chriſtian ſcheme, as adopted by the genera- 
lity of Chriſt:ans ; 

Therefore, according to the Chriſtian. ſcheme 
fo adopted, Gov's mercy is not infinite. 

This is the argument; and were it juſtly form- 
ed, a moſt powerful one it would indeed be: for, 
could it be proved, that the Chriſtian ſyſtem de- 
nied the mercy of Gop to be infinite, gs would 
certainly follow, that this part of Chriſtianity muſt 
be falſe; but, thanks to Gop, this is not true; 
for the conſequence of the major is manifeſt] 
falſe. It does not follow, that, becauſe Gop 
will not pardon all men, therefore God's mercy 
is not infinite; or, if it does, it may be eaſily 


proved, from numberleſs inſtances, that not one 


of the divine attributes is infinite ; and, conſe- 
quently, that there is no Gop. And this, I 
humbly apprehend, proves a little too much; 
rather more than our author would have proved, 
and, confequently, proves nothing. To give 
one example out of many. If Gop has not done 
all the good that was poſſible to all his creatures, 
then God's goodneſs is not infinite ; becauſe a 
greater goodneſs may be ſuppoſed, even ſuch as 
would do the greateſt poſſible good to all ;— 


But 


(59) 

But Gop has not done all the poſſible good to 
his creatures, for he might have made men an- 
gels; brutes, men; and, in ſhort, he might 9 
have made all created beings equally great and 4 


glorious ; | 4 
Therefore Gov's ; goodneſs is not infinite. — 1 

This is a moſt charming way of reaſoning ſure- 1 

ly, Sir, and a very fine ſyſtem of religion we are | 

| like to draw from it.— But not to waſte your 1 


time with ſuch Stuff, permit me only to obſerve, 
that our author's own ſcheme is liable to the ſame 1 
objection. I ſhall prove it by the following ſyl- 1 
logiſm, which I have learned from himſelf.— 3 
If any ſyſtem ſuppoſes that Gop does not par- 
don all criminals, then this ſyſtem ſuppoſes that 


| the. mercy of Gop is not infinite; becauſe a 4 
mercy may be ſuppoſed ſo great as to par- 
don all :— 


But our author's ſyſtem appel that the 
mercy of Gop does not pardon all criminals, 
becauſe it expreſly excludes Antichriſt from fal- ; 

vation; 0 

Therefore, our author's ſyſtem ſuppoſes, that 
the mercy of Gop is not infinite. If I am not 
miſtaken, this argument, ad homi nem, is pretty cloſe, | 
and I leave him to anſwer it at his leiſure. All I . 
have farther to ſay on this head, is this, that when | | 
he thinks proper to remove this objection from 1 
his own ſcheme of principles, I ſhall then under- &q 

take to clear the Chriſtian ſyſtem of it likewiſe. — be 
After this, he adds Some, perhaps, will be- 0 

8 lebe to elude the ſtrength of this argument, 1 
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e by retorting with reference to divine juſtice, and 


by ſaying, that Gop is infinitely juſt, and that 


* his infinite juſtice can pardon nothing.” And 
then, in the remaining part of this and the two 
ſubſequent pages, he endeavours to anſwer this 
objection, and to reconcile (what he well knew 
never were at variance) the divine juſtice with the 
divine, mercy.—As for the objection indeed, it 
is evidently abſurd ; it is juſt ſuch an objection as 
his laſt ſyllogiſm was an argument; and he cer- 
tainly introduced it for no other reaſon, but in 
order to confute it, and ſo deceive the unwary 
reader into the belief of his favourite doctrine. 

In p. 23d. he ſays, That there is not one 


* fſingle fin of mankind, for which Jxsus CnRIST 


<< has not ſuffered, and. which has not been pu- 
ec niſhed in bim.“ —— And from thence would 
have us to conclude, that now there can be no 


future puniſhment. But fure he, who argues in 


this manner, muſt either be ſhamefully ignorant 
of Chriftianity, or muſt wilfully pervert of S mean 
ing: for how ridiculous, how abſurd, how im- 
pious is it to imagine, that the Son of Gov ſhould 
bleed upon the crols for his own creatures, only 
to give them an opportunity of affronting him 
with impunity? and that he might purchaſe a 
licence for them to revel in wickedneſs, which his 
foul abhors, and for the, ſake of whi ch, be died? 
Vet, this is our author's reaſoning ! Monſtrum I 
borrendum. ! ingens nefas ! O my foul come not thou 
into his ſecret ; unto the aſſembly of ſuch, mine bo- 
nour, be not thou uni ted. To lay more on 2 
175 hea 
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bead, Sir, I think is quite unneceſſary, — Give 
me. leave, however, to explain upon what account 
our BLESSED SAVIOUR ſuffered ; or rather, what 
he deſign'd his ſufferings ſhould procure for us. 

Now, he was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, 
and bruijed far our iniquities; not to cancel the 
puniſhment due to fin, without repentance, as a 


debt is cancelled by the payment, and far leſs to 


purchaſe leave for us to riot in vice, and to make 
virtue needleſs; but to render our obedience a- 
yallable to ſalvation, which, without his ſacri- 
fice, it would not have been; to add ſtrength and 
efficacy to our imperfect ſervices, and to procure 
acceptance for them. Cuxis T's ſufferings are 
the cauſe, our own faith and virtue the ne qua 
non of our ſalvation. In ſhort, Gop has recon- 
ciled the world to him himſelf thro' CuRISxr, that 
the world might be reconciled to Gov. — But 
this has been ſufficiently explained already, and 
there is nothing elſe in the chapter that requires 
an anſwer, I haſten therefore to the 

Sixth article, which is, perhaps, the moſt ex- 
traordinary of all. It begins with an account 
90 Antichriſt, *© Antichriſt, ſays our author, 


that man of ſin, that ſon of perdition, who. 


a exalteth himſelf above all that is called Gop 
818 That man to whom it is given to make 
war with the Saints, and to overcome them; 
<« that man who receiy'd power over all kindreds, 
ce and tongues, and nations, and who was wor- 
| © ſhiped by the earth, and all that dwell therein, 
is no other, and can be no other, than the old 
| «© man 
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( 62) 
*- man corrupted in Adam; and, conſidered in a 
ſtate of abſtraction, that ſeparateth him from 
the redemption of CHRIST Jesus,” p. 27. 
Again, he ſays, This old man is he who has 
the ſpirit of the world, for whom JE sus 
„ CnRISTH did not pray hom St. Paul ſo of- 
<« ten exhorts us to put off, and to alienate our- 
«ſelves from his deeds. It is the old man, who 


RN 


> 


is the real devil, that goes about to deſtroy us,” 
8 y 


p. 28. And again, « It is Antichriſt that 
« ſhall be eternally condemned for all the ſins 
& of men. It is he who, with death and hell, 
« ſhall be thrown into the lake of fire,” p. 29.— 
After ſo long a deſcription, one might expect to 
know who this Antichriſt is; and yet, for my 
part, I declare J have learned little or nothing of 


him. I can ſee that the words Antichriſt, Old 


Man, and Man of Sin, are ſynonimous terms with 
our author; but, whether they ſignify the corrup- 
tion of our nature, or if they ſtand for a real perſon 
[the devil for example] or what particular idea he 
has annexed to them, or whether he has any 
idea at all annexed to them, I know not. 
Sometimes one would think, that, by Antichriſt, 
he meant to denote the corruption of our nature, 
and, at other times, that he gave the devil that 
deſignation; but, in whichſoever of theſe ſenſes 
he uſes the word, plain it is, that his accounts of 
Antichriſt are oppoſite and irreconcilable. For, 
iſt, if by Antichriſt he means the devil, I defire 
to know how the Apoſtle could defire the Chri- 
ſtian Epheſians, to whom he wrote, to put off 
the Old Man? Did he really believe, that the devil 

ſtill 


_ (63) 
Mill poſſeſſed his converts? Sure, if after receiv- 
ing the doctrine of CHRIS x, and being baptized 
in his name, the devil ſtill held dominion over 
them, they might, with reaſon ſay, Our faith is 
vain, But this is abſurd, It is much more na- 
tural to ſuppoſe, that the Apoſtle exhorts them 
to ſubdue their irregular paſſions, (ſome of which 
remain at leaſt for a very long time unconquer'd 
even in the beſt of men) and to lay aſide thoſe 
fins, which in their gentile ſtate, they had made 
habitual to them. In which ſenſe I have always 
underſtood the word. But neither will this ſenſe 
be reconcilable with our author's notions : for, 
if by Antichriſt he means our ſinful paſſions, then 
I beg to be informed how the Old Man, or Anti- 
chriſt, is to be eternally condemned for the ſins 
of men? Can fin be damned without the ſinner? 
May theft, perjury, and murder, be ſent to Hell; 
and the thief, perjured man, and murtherer, go 
free If this 1s true, it muſt be own'd, the mat- 
ter 1s very wonderful : and if our author has the 
ſecret of ſeparating the fin from the ſinner, even 
while he continues wicked, and of ſending the 
one to the bottomleſs pit, while the other is tran- 
ſlated into Abraham's. boſom, I confeſs he has 
more legerdemain than 1 thought he was maſter 
of.—And yet this is not the only art the learned 
gentleman pretends to.—— Believe him, and he 
can fave and damn the fame perſon, which 1s 
ſomething ſtill more amazing. You have his ac- 
count of the matter, p. 29. in theſe terms 


b © Every man therefore i is to be conſidered in two 
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# different lights. He is the old man as far as 


& fin works in him, and as the offspring of 
« Adam born of fleſh and blood; and, in that 


* 


< reſpect, he may be called Antichriſt * but he 


4 


* 


is likewiſe the new man, inaſmuch as he is re- 

« deemed by Js us Cnnler, adopted by God, 

«and deſtined to eternal life : the earthy man, 

te in reſpect to Adam, ſubject to death and 0 

e other penalties of fin : the heavenly man, 

ce reſpect to Jesvs CyrIsT, who has ſet him 4 

< liberty, and freed him Alter his death from 
« the old Adam, and all the conſequences of 
« fin,” ——T has you ſee, Sir, that, according to 

him, every man is Antichriſt in reſpect to 

Alam and Antichriſt he has plainly told us, is 
to be damned, and thrown to death and hell 

into the lake of fire : but, with reſpe& to CHRIST, 

every one is the new man; and he aſſures, that 
che new man is deſtined to life eternal; that Is, 

in ſhort, every man ſhall be ſaved, and every man 
ſhall be damned too riſum teneatis amici? But 
not to tire your patience, I now neee to wo 


A 


_ 7th article. 


Art. 7. And: upon this chapter, I ave very 
little or rather nothing to remark, having alrea- 
dy touched, in the former part of 'this letter, 
what is to be found exceptionable in it, and thi- 
ther I beg leave to refer you, Sir, for an _ 
ſwer, — | 

Art. 8. In this article ſome other paflages 
of Holy Scripture come under eon ſideration, 


all which our author, in his uſual manner, 
hath 


„ 
hath perverted and miſapplied. The firſt of 
them, in this article, is that of St. Matech. i. 2 1.— 
He ball ave his people from their fins. By the 
phraſe, his people, our author will have all the 
world to be meant; but ſure, Sir, you will per- 
Ceive (and indeed the whole tenour of Scripture 
proves) that it muſt be reſtrained to good men. 
It is true all men are the peeple of Gop in one 
ſenſe; that is, as they are his creatures; and, it is 
likewiſe true, that ſometimes all the members of 
the Church, whether good or bad, are called the 
people of God, particularly, in the Old Teſta- 
ment. It is certain too, that God is no reſpector 
of perſons now, that he excludes none from his 
favours upon account of their name or country : 
Fews and Gentiles are equally welcome to him 
vrider the goſpel diſpenſation, if they Fuſfil his 
commandments, and hearken to the voice of his 
word. But, as I have before proved, that, with- 
out holineſs, no man ſhall ſee the Logo, ſo it is 
Plain, that in the ſtrict and proper evangelical 
ſenſe of the phraſe, none are the people of Gop, 
but ſuch as believe and obey the Goſpel. This 
might be made appear from ſeveral paſſages in the 
New Teſtament, were it needful to collate them ; 
but, as your own memory, Sir, will ſuggeſt ſaf- 
ficient proofs of it, I .believe you will eaſily ex- 
cuſe me the trouble. 1 ſhall, however, mention 
one text, and I hope it will be deemed enou gh 
on this occaſion. You will find it in St. Paut's 
ſeeond epiſtle to Timothy, ii. 19. Nevertheleſs the 
foundation of the LogD 8 fure, having this 
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ſeal the Lox p knoweth them that are his, &C,— 
By them that are his, IJ preſume, the Apoſtle 
means the ſame as the Evangeliſt does, by his peo- 
ple, in the text under conſideration, — They are 
plainly phraſes of the ſame import. And, by 
the Lok p's know:ng them that are his, I think it 
is generally agreed, is meant, that he loves and 
approves of ſuch, and will defend and maintain 
their cauſe. Now, we know that not the hear- 
ers of the Word, but the doers only, ſhall be juſti- 
fied before Gon : we know that Gop hateth all 
the workers of iniquity; and therefore, when 
the Apoſtle tells us, that Gop loves and approves 
of them that are his, (7. e. loves and approves of 
his people) we muſt neceſſarily reſtrain the phraſe 
his, or his people, to the virtuous and good. The 
next paſſage our author quotes is from the Prophet 
Tſaiah, ch. liii. ver. 4. Sc. Surely he hath born 
% our forrows— All we, like ſheep, have gone 
& aftray—The LoRp hath laid on him the intquity 
© of us all,” From which we indeed learn, 
that our BLESSED SAvIOVUR's ſufferings haveatoned 
for our ſins; that ſatisfaction has been made to 
Gop for us; and that we are reconciled to Gop, 
through CHRIST, if we believe and obey the Goſ- 
pel ; but, if we from thence infer, that nothing 
is needful on our own part, we deceive ourſelves, 
and flatly contradict the general current of holy 
Scripture ; which I have already often faid, and 
beg leave once more to repeat it, requires faith 
and obedience as neceſſary conditions of ſalvation. 
That Gop will not plant grace in our hearts by 


an 


| ( 67 )- 

an act of Omnipotence, nor tranſlate us into 
Heaven, in ſpite of- ourſelves, we' may reſt aſ- 
ſured : and, therefore, if we fit with our hands 
acroſs, and do nothing in expectation of either 
of theſe events, we ſhall, at laſt, find, to our 
coſt, that we have taken wrong meaſures for Sal- 
vation, and repent us of our conduct when it will 
be too late.— In p. 34. our author introduces his 
famous doctrine concerning a Grace of Redemp- 
tion, and a Grace of Superabundance : but, as he 
has more profeſſedly treated of that ſubject in his 
next article, I ſhall therefore wave the conſider- 
ation of it till we proceed to that chapter. 


Mean time, permit me to reſcue another paſſage 


out of our author's hands. It is recorded, Rom. 
xi. 32. For Gop has concluded all in unbelief, 
& that he may have mercy upon all: or, as it may 
be better tranſlated, © he hath ſhut all up in 
& diſobedience that, &c.” | 
From this place our author pretends to prove, 
that all men ſhall be ſaved : but whoever looks 
into the chapter, will ſoon perceive that the 
Apoſtle is here ſpeaking only of the admiſſion of 
the Gentiles into the church, and the rejection of 
the body of the Jews from being the people of 
God ; and not one word is ſaid of the falvation 
or damnation of mankind at the laſt day; and, 
conſequently, he will perceive, that this text, 
like all the reſt our author has adduced, proves 
nothing for his purpoſe. —T ſhall here give a na- 
tural paraphraſe of the Apoſtle's words, and 
leave you, Sir, to determine how much they can 
| P 12 ſerve 
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[3 OR our author's turn. —Gop- has permitted both. 
Jews and Gentiles, at different times, to follow the 
bent of their own inclinations, and ſo to diſobey 
him, that he might manifeſt his undeſerved bounty 


and goodneſs to both. You, Gentiles, he beretofore 


ſuffered to walk after the council of your own 
wills, that he might, at this time, diſplay bis mercy 
in calling you into his kingdom when you were 
grievous ſinners, and, conſequently, his enemies. 


And he has now permitted the Jews to diſbelieve 


and diſobey, that he may hereafter manifeſt his 

gooaneſs, by bringing them back into his fold, — 
Art. q. It is now time to confider the gth ar- 
ticle, in which he treats of his beloved diſtinc- 

tion, betwixt the Grace of Redemption, and the 
Grace of Superabundance. And here he begins, 
by telling us, that the Grace of Redemption 
js nothing elſe than the benevolence. of Gop, 
** who, by our Redeemer, has exactly replaced 
* men in the ſame ſtate they were in before the 
<« fall of Adam: and that, by the Grace of Su- 
«© perabundance, he means a gift of Gop from 
his free goodneſs accorded to Chriftians ; and 
<* which gives them room to merit a greater hap- 
e pineſs than thoſe ſhall have who are only be- 
e nifited by the Grace of Redemption. After 
theſe definitions, our author lays down four pro- 
poſitions concerning Adam, which have no im- 


mediate connection with our main diſpute, and 


therefore I paſs over them —_— r obſer⸗ 
vation.— 


(69) 

At the bottom of p. 39. our author tells us, 
that, © that the Redeemer did two things in re- 
66 ſtoring mankind: firſt, he re-eſtabliſhed them 

ce preciſely in the ſame ſtate they were in, with 
te reſpect to the happineſs men would have had, 
66 _ had. died (6 e the fall of Adam; and 
e that happineſs is that which anſwers to what 
*« we call the Grace of Redemption, a Grace 
„ general to all men who fell in Adam. 
Secondly, © The Redeemer gave to all, be- 
te ſides that Grace, the means to merit an aug- 
* mentation of happineſs, &c.” 

Now, before we proceed farther, give me 
leave to point out a manifeſt contradidtion in our 
author's ſcheme, 

The firſt of the two laſt quoted paragraphs 
plainly ſuppoſes that the happineſs, adequate to the 
Grace. of Redemption, is ſuch as men would have 
enjoyed in caſe Adam had not finned ; but if we 
look to p. 11. we there find, that, © by the 
* Grace of Redemption, all men are ſaved, and 
* to enjoy greater bappineſs than they would 
*© have done if Adam had not finned at all.“ 
Our author may try to reconcile theſe e 


tions if he can. But, to go on. He founds his 


doctrine of the Grace of Redemption, and the 
Grace of Superabundance, upon this often- men- 
tioned paſſage of St. Paul here fin abounded, 
Grace did much more abound, Whether this 
text can ſupport the weight laid upon it, I leave 
you, Sir, now to judge. For my part, I think 
it cannot. I ky already explain' d it in the 
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(79) | 
former part of this letter, and thither I beg 
leave to refer you. All I ſhall add here, is, that 


tho' the Apoſtle ſays, the Grace of God was 
greater than all the fins of the Jews, yet he does 


not ſay that Gop beſtows two different Graces 


upon mankind, Theſe things have no manner of 


connection with one another; far leſs does the 
one reſult from the other; and yet, unleſs this 


was true, the text adduced would prove nothing 


to our author's purpoſe. However, he adds, 


If men had committed no other fins than that 
of Adam, the Grace of Redemption alone, 


« would have been ſufficient to merit for fhem 
6 all the ſame happineſs.” The meaning of which 
words certainly 1s, that all, who obtain the Grace 
of Redemption only, are to be partakers in the 
ſame degree of happineſs. That this is the true 


ſenſe of this place appears from an jaſestien in 


the foregoing article, p. 3 5. where the fame doc- 
trine is delivered, in theſe words The Grace 
« of Redemption conſtitutes one Manſion in Hea- 
cc yen.” For, if all who have obtained the 
Grace of Redemption, ſhall inhabit one Man- 
fion, it ſeems neceſſarily to follow that they ſhall 
be all equally happy. Now, here again, our au- 


| thor flatly contradicts himſelf. For he owns, 


p. 42. that the Pagans, Libertines, &c. were all 
comprized with Adam in the Grace of Redemp- 
tion; and yet aſſerts, p. 43. that it ſhall be better 


for the Pagans, at the day of Judgment, than 


for the Libertines; i. e. the Pagans ſhall be hap- 
pier than the Libertines, — | 


In 


(71) 

In the ſame p. 40. our author aſks, What 
© our SAVIOUR himſelf would have us under- 
ce ſtand by his ſaying that he came to bring men 
ce life, and life more abundantly ?” Now I ſhall 
anſwer this queſtion, by paraphraſing the words 
alluded to. They may be found in John x. 10. 
and the meaning of them ſeems to be this. As it 
is the buſineſs of good teachers to make known 
the way of life to their diſciples, ſo I am come 
into the world not only to reveal eternal life to 
my followers, but actually to purchaſe it for them 
by my own death, and to purchaſe alſo greater 
degrees of happineſs for them than they could 
poſſibly have obtained, even tho they had conti- 
nued innocent.— 

To what our author has advanced, p. 40. and 
41. concerning the infinite obligations we lie un- 
der to our Redeemer, and the ſuperior advan- 


tages we ſhall enjoy at the laſt day, with reſpect 


to the happineſs we ſhall be then poſſeſs d of, I 
have no objection.— It ſeems to me extremely rea- 
ſonable, that virtuous men ſhall, thro' our BLEs- 
SED SAVIOU R, be happier than if Adam had 
not finned ; becauſe they have many difficulties 
now to encounter, that they would in this caſe 


never have been acquainted with: the conſe- 


quence is, that there is more virtue in being re- 
ligious now, than there would have been then; 
and, it is certain, happineſs and miſery will be 
exactly proportioned to the different degrees of 
virtue and vice. — But when our author fays, 
that it was not Aan $ math of the Re- 

«© deemer 
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(2) 
ec eter that reſtored him,“ if by that he means 


that Adam could have been 3580 without ſuch 


acceptance, he fpeaks without book, and errs 
groſly. It is true, Adam could have done no- 
thing of himſelf to atone for his tranſgreſſion; 

at leaſt, he could not have claimed ſalvation as 
his right, 'on account of his petformances ; be- 
cauſe he could do nothing after the fall, which 
he was not obliged to do in duty before it, but 


repent; and it is ridiculous to plead the perfor- 


mance of one's duty after a breach of it, as an 
atonement for that breach, ſince that performance 
was always obligatory.— 

No man would think himſelf obliged to diſ- 
charge a debt of intereſts, tho' his debtor ſhould 
faithfully promiſe to give punctual payment ever 


after; and no more could ALMiIGuTY GOp be 
| bound to forgive the firſt breach of his covenant, 


upon Adam's promiſing, or even performing, 


exact obedience for the future, had fuch obedi- 
ence been poſſible.— But, tho* man could do no- 


thing of himſelf towards his own Salvation; and 
tho”, as our author ſays, an infinite ſatisfaction 
« was neceſſary to aboliſh and repair an outrage 


committed apainſt an infinite Majeſty; yet, it 


remains to be proved, that Adam's reliance upon 
the merits of his Redeemer, and obedience to the 


Will of Gop, as then revealed, was not neceſſary 
„* = ſalvation. Our author ſays indeed it was 


; but it is one thing to aſſert, and another to 
Nee and tho' no body exceeds him in aſſer- 
9 tions, 
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tions; yet, in proofs; if I may be allowed to 
judge, he is extremely wanting. 


In p. 42. he tells us, From the moment Ix- 
« sus CuR18 T accepted to ſatisfy the divine Ju- 
« ſtice of his Father for him, Adam was recon- 


r cited and reſtored to his firſt ſtate of innocence 
e by the Grace of Redemption, &c.” I have 
already ſhewn, that the Grace of Redemption, as 


diſtinguiſhed from the Grace of Superabundance, 


in our author's ſenſe, is a meer chimera, and void 
- of all foundation. All, therefore, I need obſerve 
here, is, that tho', from the moment of the firſt 
covenant's being tranſacted, Jzsvs CHRIST was 
conſidered, foro Divino, as the Saviour of the 
world; yet, it cannot from thence follow, that 
Adam was that moment neceſſarily reſtored to his 
primitive ſtate of innocence; becauſe conditions 
might be required on his part, in order to entitle 


him to a ſhare in our Saviouk's merits; and if 


fuch conditions were actually required, then un- 
leſs they were fulfilled, Adam would not have 
been reſtored to his primitive ſtate of innocence, 
notwithſtanding his ranſom was actually paid by 
CurisT ; nay, which is more, an actual ranſom 
might have been paid by our bleſſed Loxb fot 
Adam, and Adam may be ſuppoſed to have per- 
formed his part of the covenant, and yet not be 


reſtored to his primitive ſtate of innocence. The 
reaſon is, becauſe it is not neceſſary to ſalvation, 


that he ſhould be ſo reſtored. It is enough if his 
fins were done away, and he reftored to ſuch a 
degree of innocence and perfection, as the new 
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covenant made neceſſary. Our author therefore 
is here guilty of two groſs blunders; firſt, in aſ- 
ſerting that Adam (and conſequently all mankind) 
could: have, w_ ſaved without, any performance 
on his part, as a condition of ſalvation; and 
2dly, in i that all, who obtain the Grace 

of Redemption, are neceſſarily reſtored to their 
primitive ſtate of innocence; the firſt of which I 
have frequently and at large confuted in the fore- 
going part of this letter, and the latter is contrary 
to the experience. and ſelf-conſciouſneſs of all man- 
kind. 

Our author 8 ſuppoſition, b. 43. of Adam's s not 
Gavin till he had 20 children, of his tranſgreſſing 
then without their knowlege, and of the childrens 
becoming culpable for a fault which he commits 
unknown to them (if by culpable he means morally 
guilty) is a rank abſurdity — becauſe, by the hypo- 
theſis, the children are before the crime disjoin'd 
from their parents, and become ſeparate and di- 
ſtin& beings, Conſequently the doctrine. of ori- 
ginal fin can have no place here; and indeed, one 
may with as much reaſon aſſert, that every child 
now may be render d guilty by its father's ſins, or 
if you pleaſe, muſt neceſſarily have a fever or a 
cb er whenever its parents are affected with 
theſe diſorders; which, to or the leaſt, is ſcarce 
intelligible. | 
I have now followed o our author to the 44th 
page, in which he diſplays a great zeal for. virtue, 
and endeavours to recommend Chriſtianity upon his 
own principles. With what ſincerity is this done, 


and 


675) 

and how reconcileable his doctrine is with CHRIST's 
religion, or how favourable to virtue, it is your 
Province, Sir, not mine, to determine. All 1 
ſhall fay is, that though, in my apprehenfion, moſt 
dreadful conſequences flow from his ſyſtem ; yet, 
I am unwilling to charge them upon him, be- 
cauſe he all along argues as if he did not ſee 
them. 
The remainder of the 8 is ſpent in an- 
ſwering the different objections that may be made 
againſt our author's ſcheme: and how well he 
has acquitted himſelf in that particular, it is very 
little my buſineſs to enquire: for, ſince J have 
diſproved, I hope to your ſatisfaction, Sir, the 
ſcheme itſelf, it matters not how weak the ob- 
jections are that have been hitherto made againſt 
it, or with what ſtrength of reaſon our author 
has refuted them: however, to take away all 
grounds of triumph in this, as well as other re- 
ſpects, I ſhall urge one objection againſt his ſyſtem, 


which to me ſeems unanſwerable; or, at leaſt, 


I ſhall clearly ſhew, that our author's reply i Is by 


no means ſatisfactory. It is that paſſage concern- 


ing Judas — good had, it been for that man, if he 


had never been born en our author has not 
thought proper to make a diſtinct objection, but 
has tack'd it to the ſixth in courſe, p. 74. and his 
explication of the paſſage is, That it had 
ce been better for Judas to have died in his mo- 


cc ther's womb ; for he would not then have 


< abuſed the Grace of Superabundance, by the 
a heinous treaſon he committed, which drew on 
K 2 cc him 
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et him a ſhameful death, and the execration of 


66 all good men.“ But gs trifling, how eva- 


five wt deluſory is our author's ſenſe of the words? 
for who does not ſee, that our BLESsED Saviour's 


meaning is plainly this, that it had been good for 
Judas if he had never had a Being? The word 
Hervübn in St. Mat. 7 %ο 1 in St. Mark, which we 
tranſlate been born, may as properly, and indeed 
more conſiſtently with the context be rendered in 
the Iſt been begotten, and in the 2d been made, 
or had a being; and if either of theſe tranſlations 


be admitted, our BLESSED Saviour's words will 


clearly prove what the woe before denounced 


| againſt him forebodes, and the heinous nature. of 


the crime deſerves ; a future, nay an eternal pu- 
niſhment: for I will take upon me to aſſert, that, 
if Judas's puniſhment is but temporary, our 
Br Ess ED SAviouR's words that it had been bet- 
ter for him never to have exiſted, or been begotten, 
ould have been with no propriety applied to him; 
1 0000S the good or ill of exiſtence is to be eſti- 
mated by the pleaſure and pain that attends it, If 
one feels more pleaſure than pain in his life, or 


during his exiſtence, ſuch a being is better than no 
being or non- exiſtence; bus iif the pain does more 


than ballance the pleaſure, ſuch a * is worſe than 
nom exiſtence, and it may be juſtly ſaid of a per- 
ſon in that condition, that it had been good for 
lum if he bad never been born. Now if Fudas's 
puniſhment i is for a time only, an eternity of infi- 
nite joys muſt ſucceed to it; and, as there is no 
Fe between infinite and finite, of conſe- 
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quence Tudas 8 pleaſure will be infinitely greater 
than his pain, and fo his condition, bad as it may 
: PO be, is to be preferred to non-exiftence; con- 
trary to "what our LoRD. and maſter has declared. 
Thus you ſee the ſuppoſition of the non-eternity 
of hell-torments makes our BLESSED SAviouR 
not only argue weakly, but even aſſert a falſe 
propoſition; which, being blaſphemy to afficm, 
2 demonſtrates the Kelgty of the ſuppo iow 
And if this follows upon the ſuppoſition 505 the 
non eternity of hell- torments, how much more 
will it flow from our author's doctrine, which 
denics all future puniſhment whatſoever ? If Ju- 
das ſuffered nothing after death, but entered im- 
mediately into paradiſe, with what truth could it 
be faid, that it had been good for him that he had 
never been born? © Yes, faith our author, it had 
* been better for him never to have been born; 
© becauſe, he would not then have abuſed the 
Grace of Superabundance, which drew on him 
« a ſhameful death, and the execration of all 
good men.” But can he be really in earneſt, 
when he puts theſe things in ballance with an 
eternity of joys, which, according to his ſcheme, 
Fudas became immediately 110 of after death? 
What though he abuſed, and loſt the Grace of 
Superabundance, he did not, he could not loſe 
the Grace of Redemption if we believe our author ; 
and had he died in his mother's womb, he could 
not have obtain d the Grace of - Superabundance, 
becauſe he would have wanted faith and obedience, 


* are neceſſary conditions of acquiring * 
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5 (78) 
It is plain therefore on this reſpect, Judas could 
have gain'd nothing by dying in his mother's 
womb, and therefore it follows, that our author's 
ſenſe of our BLESSED SAviouR's words is with- 
out foundation. As to the ſhamefulneſs of his 
death, if ſuch it was, and the execration of good 
men, they ſignify nothing: for who would regard 
the opinion of the world, if, immediately after 
death, the ignominy both of his death and cha- 
racter was cancelled in Heaven, and Abraham's 
boſom made ready to receive him? Mean time 
give me leave to obſerve, that though our tranſ- 
lation ſays Judas hanged himſelf (from which I 
ſuppoſe our author infers that his death was ſhame- 
ful) yet there is no warrant for that in the origi- 
nal. It ſays no more than this, that as he depart- 
ed, or went his way, he was choaked or ſuffoca- 
ted, 4r:a05» driy Faſo. But whether he ſuffocated 
himfelf, or if he was puniſhed by the judicial ſen- 
tence of Gop, we are left in the dark. Indeed, if 
we compare this with what St. Peter ſays of Judas, 
in the 1ſt of the Acts, it ſeems extremely probable 
that his death was preternatural : for the Apo- 
ſtle's account there, is this, that he fell headlong 
puis tyerouencs, (or pon his face) and burſt in the 
midſt, and all his bowels guſhed out; (which is 
no contradiction to St. Matthew, but an enume- 
ration of other circumſtances of his death which 
that Apoſtle had omitted.) However we have no 
grounds from Scripture to ſay, that Judas's death 
was ignominious in the ſame manner as the croſs 
was among the Romans, or the gallows is with. 
* us, 


(79) 

us (in which ſenſe alone I ſuppoſe our author 
means it) though conſidered as the puniſhment 
of betraying our BLESSED SAvIOUR, it muſt be 
owned no death ever was or can be ſo ſhameful; 
becauſe no crime ever was or can be ſo great, or 
ſo ignominious as that treaſon. From what 1 
have here ſaid, I hope it appears, not only that 
our author has not removed this objection from 
his ſyſtem, but that it cannot poſſibly be removed. 
It were caſy to go over all the other objections 
which our author has mentioned, and ſhew, that 
ſuch of them, as have not been ſtarted in order 
that he might have the pleaſure to refute them, 
remain till in force, and have received no r cal 
anſwer : but this would make this letter ſwell to 
a very great ſize, which I am afraid is become 
too large already. Thus, Sir, I have given you 
in theſe ſheets my opinion of Heaven open &c. 
in compliance to your deſire, which you may diſ- 
poſe of as you think proper. If you think them 

a ſufficient anſwer to that wicked treatiſe, and 
thi they may be of ſervice to guard unwary rea- 
ders againſt its poiſon, let them, in the name of 
Gop, be publiſhed ; and, if otherwiſe, be pleaſed 
to condemn them to perpetual oblivion. Mean 
time whatever happens, I ſhall have the pleaſure 
that reſults from the conſciouſneſs of having meant 


well, and having this opportunity to 8 1 
what reſpect I am, SIR, 


London, Tour obliged and 9 
January 25th, 1752. * obedient Servant, 
| | The AUTHOR. 
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_ TFT YAVING ſeen the Layman' letter to bis 
4 friend in the country, wherein a different 
account is given of Heaven open &c. than that 1 
have deliver'd in the above letter, I beg leave to 
point out ſome of that gentleman's miſtakes. He 
alls us, that he, at firſt, read that pamphlet with 
ſtrong prejudices againſt it, becauſe he imagined 
the author went about to prove “ That no 
* one ſhould be liable to pain or ſuffering but in 
« this life only: and then adds, © 'That he ſoon 
* diſcovered his error.” From which he would 
have us to infer, that Heaven open &c. ad- 
mits of a temporal puniſhment after death. But, 
that this is a miſtake, is evident from the whole 
tenour of that author's doctrine, as well as from 
ſeveral particular paſſages of the pamphlet. Thus, 
for inſtance, he aſſerts, p. 23, That every ſin- 
& ole ſin of mankind has been actually pnniſhed 
* in Jesvs CHRIST ;” and p. 9, © That the 
& ſufferings of CHRIST are imputed to every in- 
de dividual as if they had been his own.” And, 
if this is the caſe, where is there room for a 
temporal puniſhment after death? If every indi- 
vidual has already ſuffered an adequate puniſh- 
ment for his fins, as he aſſerts, how can he _ 
21 poſe 
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poſe they will be puniſhed a ſecond time ? Again, 


Heaven gpen & . ſays, „ That the Grace of 
“Redemption has actually replaced men in the 


66. fame. ſtate they were in before the fall of 


« Alam. But, before the fall of Adam, there 


was no puniſhment ; therefore, men being re- 
ſtored to this ſtate, can now ſuffer no puniſh- 
ment. This, perhaps, proves more than the 
author meant it ſhould, but that is none of my 
huſineſs Let him ſee to that.— If any doubt ſtill 


remains, conſult . 7. art. 2. and it will imme- 


diately vaniſh; for there the author owns, that 
His doctrine is not the fame with Origen's. Now, 
we know, Origen acknowleged a temporal pu- 


niſhment after death, tho' he denied eternal tor- 
ments. Since then, our author denies eternal 
torments, and yet differs from Origen, the differ- 
ence. muſt conſiſt in this, that he allows of no 


puniſhments after death; for there is no medium. 


— This too plainly appears to be his opinion, from 
p. 29. where he ſays, That IE Sus a 6 frees 
* the New Man, after death, from the Old 
“ Adam, and from all the conſequences of fin.” 
Far - we all know, by dear-bought experience, 


that pain and ſuffering are ſome of the chief con- 


ſequences of fin : and, therefore, if we are to 
be freed from al! the conſequences of fin after 
death ; then, certainly, from pain and puniſh- 
ment among the reſt.—A quibbler may, perhaps, 
object, that the author does not fay, that the 
New Man is freed from all the conſequences of 
ſin at, but after, death; and, therefore, he may 

L admit 
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admit of a temporary future puniſhment. But, 
whoever conſiders what I have ſaid in this poſt- 
fcript, and many other paſſages in this pamphlet, 
will find that theſe expreſſions, at and after 
death, are tantamount, in our author's judg- 
ment ; and, therefore, by the words, after 


death, he muſt mean, immediately after the ſe- 
paration of ſoul and body.—From hence then, 
it ſeems to me evident, that the Layman' has mi- 


ſtaken the plan of Heaven open the conſe- 
quence of which is, that every thing offered in 
its defence, muſt be precarious and uncertain, as 
being founded upon miſtake and error, — His ar- 
guments, for inſtance, againſt the eternity of 
hell-torments, muſt be wide of the mark; be- 
cauſe the queſtion is not, whether hell-torments 
be eternal, but whether there be any future pu- 
niſhment at all after death? Mean time, give me 
leave to obſerve, that the doctrine of the eter- 
nity of hell-torments has been ſufficiently prov- 


ed in the preceding letter. For, I have there 


ſhewn, after Dr. Tillotſon and many others, that 
the very ſame word which our BLESSED SA- 
VIOUR uſes to denote the duration of future hap- 
pineſs, he likewiſe makes uſe of, in the ſame ſen- 
tence, to expreſs the duration of future miſery : 
the conſequence of which is, that, by the laws 
of criticiſm, the word ought to be interpreted in 
the ſame latitude, when applied to the one, as it 
is when applied to the other: and, as no man 
ever doubted of the eternity of future happineſs, 
ſo no man ought to doubt, if this argument be 


or 


(| 
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juſt, of the eternity of future miſery. —— But, 
this is not all. I have clearly proved, either, 
that Judas ſhall be eternally miſerable ; or elſe, 
that the Son oy Gop, Truth itſelf, has aſſerted 
a falſe propoſition. And, as no man, who owns 
himſelf a Chriſtian, dare maintain the latter ; he 
muſt, of conſequence, admit the former. And, 
if infinite goodneſs and mercy - will permit Gop 
to condemn Judas, or any one perſon, to ever- 
laſting torments, they will alſo permit him to 
condemn, one hundred, one thouſand, one mil- 
lion, or any number of perſons, to eternal mi- 
ſery, becauſe there is no difference. For, if the 
crimes of any one individual may deſerve an 
eternal puniſhment, and have it actually inflicted, 
the crimes of any number, however great, be- 
ing the crimes of ſo many individuals, may, for 
the fame reaſon, ſubject every individual, of that 
number, to the like fate.— 

This, T think, is ſtrict reaſoning ; and, if it 
be, the doctrine of the eternity of hell-torments 
is moſt certain; and what is moſt certain ought 
not to be denied or disbelieved ; tho' objections 
could be ſtarted againſt it, that, perhaps, the 
wiſdom of man cannot reſolve ; ; for this may be 
the caſe, even with the cleareſt and moſt neceſ- 
ſary truths. —Thus, for inſtance, that Gop is 
good and merciful, is as certain as that there is 
a Gop; and that he, from all eternity, foreſaw 
the fall of man; in conſequence of which 
fall, many thouſands, or millions, perhaps, will 
de eternally miſerable, is no leſs indiſputable. 

1 2 And 


(34), 

J yet, how to reconcile the creation of theſe 
beings, whom Gop foreſaw would be Mila 
with the divine goodneſs, may, perhaps, Puzzle 
the moſt learned divine. Had Gop prevented 
the birth of theſe wretehes, he had prevented 
eternal miſery; and, to have prevented it, would, 
to human reaſoning, ſeem an action worthy, of 
bis mercy, And yet he has not done it What 
muſt we then conclude: that Gop is not good ? 
Gop forbid. Nothing would be more falſe, no- 
thing more impious. —— The proper concluſion 
is, that man is weak and ignorant, and there. 
fore ought to admire and adore thoſe ways of 
Heaven which he cannot comprehend ; and 
ought not to diſbelieve a truth, meerly becauſe 
he cannot ſolve every difficulty which may be 
raiſed againſt it. The ſum of what I have 


faid is, that unanſwer able objections againſt any 


propoſition do always prove the ignorance and 
weakneſs. of human underſtanding, hut do not 
always prove the falſity of that propoſition ; and 
therefore it follows, that, tho' the Layman, in his 
letter, had urged unanſwerable objections againſt 
the eternity of hell-torments, that would not 
prove, that the doctrine of their eternity is falſe, 
fince I have clearly demonſtrated that doctrine 


in the foregoing letter. But, thanks to God, no 


objection has yet been offered by the Layman, or 
any other, which has not received a ſufficient an- 
ſwer in different treatiſes ; and, particularly, in 
a late French pamphlet, entituled, Eternite as 


peines, whither IJ muſt refer him. Mean time, 


before I conclude, permit me to obſerve, that, 


(/ 


— 


* * 
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(85) 
if with Mr. Pope, and our modern philoſophers, 
we conſider the moral government of Gop, as 
reſpecting the good of the creation as a whole, 
rather than the welfare of a particular ſpecies of 
beings, or the intereſt of individuals, it is eaf: 


to form an hypotheſis, which will anſwer all the 


phenomena of hell-torments, and ſolve the ob- 
jections againſt them unexceptionablſy.. For 
example : ſuppoſe that Gop deſigns to continue 
a race of beings, ſuch as men are, throughout 
the ages of eternity : ſuppoſe too, that he makes 
known to theſe different worlds the miſery, into 
which the wicked part of this world have 
plunged themſelves by their diſobedience : and, 
withal, aſſures them, that the like behaviour 
will have the like fate. Who does not ſee of 
what infinite ſervice the damnation of wicked 
men may be, to prevent the eternal ruin of theſe 
numberleſs future worlds? They are a fimilar 


race of beings, and their circumſtances are ſimi- 
lar, by the ſuppoſition ; and what motive, there- 


fore, ſo powerful, to prevent their miſery, as to 
ſhew them thouſands, of a like kind, actually 
groaning under eternal torments, as the conſe- 
quence of their impieties ?—This is plainly a 
poſſible ſuppoſition ; and thus to make the miſery 


of one part, which they themſelves have choſen, 


ſubſervient to the preſervation and happineſs of 
tae reſt, is not only not improper or unjuſt in 
the Governour of the Creation, but a mark of 
the greateſt wiſdom, and a proof of the greateſt 
goodneſs. . 
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